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Project Wrap-up: St Helens Creek Disaster Recovery
Last year PCL commenced a revegetation project, funded by Reef Catchments, on St
Helens Creek. The project aimed to repair severe erosion caused by Cyclone Debbie,
and to stabilize the bank, therefor reducing any future erosion. The project is now
wrapping up (and we are pleased to announce that it has been a success so far) with
the two revegetation sites holding up against several flooding events since their
planting in late 2018.

Image (top left) Site 6 Bay 1 looking along the site; image (bottom left) Site 6 Bay 3 looking along site; image (top right) Site 5 Bay
1; image (bottom right) Site 5 Bay 5 looking along site.

National Schools Tree Day
What a turn out! Over 300
students
from
various
schools united to help
revegetate
a
park
at
Illawong
Beach.
These
events are an amazing
show of community spirit.
PCL would like to extend a
thank
you
to
our
volunteers who came to
lend a hand. We look
forward to watching the
site evolve into a new
patch of coastal scrub.

Plant of the Month

Syzygium australe

Creek Cherry

Myrtaceae

A great option for a native shrub, hedge or screening tree,
depending on how you keep them. S. australe is an attractive
garden plant option with white flowers, glossy green leaves, and
red berries (which are edible).
Leaves: Simple, 30-100 x 10-40mm, glabrous, sparse oil dots
visible with a lens; petioles 3-10 mm long.
Flowers: P etals 4, w hite or cream, diam. 3 -6 mm; calyx
green, white or cream. Flowers local during warmer months.
Fruit: A berry, pink or red (rarely purple), 14 -23 mm long
long x 8-17mm wide, calyx lobes may be protruding but always
incurved at the apex; seeds 1 or 2, cream to brown, 7-12mm
long. Fruits locally during warmer months.
Ecology: N ectar rich flow ers attract bees and other
insects. Fruits can attract birds.
Uses: The fruits are fragrant, and regarded as having a
refreshing taste. Colonists made them into wine.
Some wild food plants are dangerous, and Pioneer Catchment &
Landcare Group inc. accepts no responsibility for any mishaps arising
from the tasting of the plants mentioned in newsletter articles.

Images sourced from Steve & Alison Pearson.
Information sourced from ‘Fruits of the Australian Tropical Rainforest’ by Wendy
Cooper, & from ‘Wild Food Plants of Australia’ by Tim Low.

Pest Spotting

Felis catus

Feral Cat

Felidae

The house cat is a descendent of the African Wild
Cat (Felis silvestris lybica), and has been
domesticated for about 4,000 years. Despite being
domesticated for a considerable amount of time,
cats have retained a strong hunting instinct, and are
readily able to adapt to living in the wild. Feral cats
are arguably one of the worst pest species in
Australia, and have caused considerable impacts to
native wildlife, that are not adapted to dealing with
such a predator.
Description: There is little difference betw een
a domestic cat and a feral cat. In favourable conditions, it has been noted that feral cats can have
increased overall muscle development, making them look larger and more robust then domestic cats.
Life cycle: M ale cats reach sexual maturity at around 12 months of age, w hile females are
capable of reproduction at around 7 months. In good conditions, a female could produce 3 litters
annually, with 2-7 kittens (usually 4). Breeding usually takes place in spring and summer, as breeding
instinct is triggered by increasing length of daylight.
Impacts: Cats are opportunistic hunters, and w ill actively take native w ildlife. Cats have
been identified as a threat to 35 species of birds, 36 mammals, 7 reptiles and 3 amphibians. Cats have
likely contributed to the extinction of many small to medium-sized mammals and ground nesting birds
in the arid zones, and seriously affected Bilby, Mala and Numbat populations. Cats can also spread
diseases such as toxoplasmosis and sarcosporidiosis. Impacts of cats are far more extreme on islands.
Controls: Cats are shy to traps and don ’t regularly take baits, so more research is being done in
effective cat control. For native species recovery, creating fenced ‘pest exclusion zones’ and controlling
pests in these areas has shown positive results for protecting/recovering threatened species.
Image sourced online. Information sourced from the Australian Governments ‘The Feral Cat (Felis Catus)’ Factsheet, and the DAF
‘Feral Cat’ factsheet.
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PCL in July
This month has been very busy for PCL, and it would be difficult to write an individual
article for each activity. Instead, enjoy some snapshots of our months activities.

PCL hosted a Insect
Hotel Workshop. This
Workshop allowed
10 lucky people to
get hands on and
create their own
insect hotels. These
hotels provide
habitat for solitary
bees and wasps.
Thanks David & Pete
for the help in
assembling them!
PCL tour and talk
with Birdlife Mackay
at the Sandringham
Bay Conservation
Park for the Water
Mouse Project. The
site has now been
confirmed as having
a population of
Water Mice, such as
the one
photographed right.

Wonderful World of
Insects, PCL guided
walk and workshop
at the Botanic
Gardens. This was
aimed at school age
children and the
group had a great
morning, and
learned a lot about
our local insects!
Thanks to Maya for
being our guide!
Image (top left) insect hotels ready to go for the workshop; image (top right) PCL volunteers David & Peter assembling the hotels;
image (middle left) a water mouse photographed at Sandringham Bay; image (middle right) the Birdlife Mackay group on the
Sandringham Bay C.P. trail; image (bottom left) making friends with a Spiny Leaf Insect; image (bottom right) Maya walking the
group through the tropical shade garden.
Images sourced from Kade Slater & PCL. Check out Maya’s Facebook page ‘Maya’s Nature’ for interesting facts & photos.
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Upcoming Events
August
Fri 9 - M RC native plant giveaw ay. 9am to m idday at 6
Swayne St, North Mackay. Bring your rates notice to
collect your annual allocation of 4 tubestock.
Sat 10 - M RC native plant giveaw ay. 9am to m idday at 6
Swayne St, North Mackay. Bring your rates notice to
collect your annual allocation of 4 tubestock.

Sat 7 - M RC native plant giveaw ay. 9am to m idday at 6
Swayne St, North Mackay. Bring your rates notice to
collect your annual allocation of 4 tubestock.
- Friends of Morag McNichol Reserve, working bee &
general meeting. Meet at Wattle St entrance to the reserve at 8am.
Tue 10 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .

Tue 13 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .

Tue 17 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .

Tue 20 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .

Tue 24 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .

Mon 26 - N ative P lants Queensland, branch operated
Herbarium at the Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens.
Tue 27 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Thu 29 - N ative P lants Queensland propagation group
nursery session.
Fri 30 - I ntrepid Landcare W ork shop. P CL invites those
from Landcare & other environmental organisations to
upskill in engaging young people to get involved.
9:00am to 4:30pm at the Jubilee Community Centre.
RSVP with Carla Lambropoulos. For more info follow the
link: https://intrepidlandcare.org/events/intrepid-waymackay/
Sat 31 - Great N orthern Clean-up, PCL event TBC
September
Sun 1 - Birdlife M ack ay outing to Tedlands K oum ala.
Meet at the Tourist Information Centre, City Gates, for a
6:00am departure.
Mon 2 - Fri 8 - N ational Landcare W eek .
Tue 3 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Fri 6 - M RC native plant giveaw ay. 9am to m idday at 6
Swayne St, North Mackay. Bring your rates notice to
collect your annual allocation of 4 tubestock.
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