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Cluster Group tends to damaged rainforest
Rainforests at Eungella are still recovering from the impacts of the 2018 fires that roared through the
region. Now a dedicated group of landholders are taking proactive action to help prevent such an event
from occurring again.
In December 2019 more than 30 people came together to attend the first Eungella Rainforest Cluster
Group field day. The aim was to discuss issues around bushfire recovery and restoration, including
burnt forest management, erosion control and the identification of native regeneration.
The day started with an afternoon session where attendees took part in a guided walk at the Sky
Window with PCL employee Peter Alden, who spoke about the impact of the fires and the situation one
year later. This was followed by a walk along Clarke Range Road, an area that was severely impacted
by the fires, which provided an opportunity for landholders to discuss management of burnt vegetation
in gullies and hard to access areas. Attendees then went to the Broken River Mountain Resort for
discussions with guest speakers, followed by dinner.
We would like to extend a big thanks to NQ Dry Tropics, Queensland Parks & Wildlife Service,
Department of Natural Resources Mines & Energy (DNRM&E), Department of Agriculture & Fisheries
(DAF), and the Queensland Disaster Recovery Project. As well as a special thanks to guest speakers
Bob Shepherd (DAF), Lisa Hutchinson (NQ Dry Tropics), and DNRM&E staff who spoke throughout the
event.

Image: Peter Alden speaking to field day attendees at the Sky Window trail. Image sourced from NQ Dry Tropics.

Goodbye & Thanks PCL! By Kade Slater
Typically I write these newsletters as the voice of PCL, and I
decided that writing a goodbye article about myself in this
way would feel strange. It is with a very heavy heart that I
have decided to leave my positon as project officer with PCL.
This was, hands down, the most enjoyable and rewarding job
I have had. Working with so many people who were driven
not by money, but by doing the right thing for the
environment was extremely refreshing. Being able to use my
skills, experience and knowledge to assist people free of
charge and obligation was very rewarding. I have learnt so
much from my time with PCL and I hope to be able to
continue assisting other people/communities. My last day with
PCL will be Friday the 21st of February, and I will then be
moving Rockhampton to continue my career. Goodbye PCL
and thanks for the wonderful memories!
Photo thanks to Mandy Tennent!

Plant of the Month

Imperata cylindrica

Blady Grass

Poaceae

Imperata is named after the Italian apothecary and botanist, Ferante Imperato; cylindrica from the
Greek word cylindricus (shaped like a cylinder) - referring to the shape of the flower spike. The
common name Blady Grass is from the sharp leaf blades, which can give you paper cuts if you run your
finger down its margin.
A tough course long-lived grass that can form dense ground covers. This grass thrives in over grazed or
burnt out areas thanks to its extensive system of underground stems. Blady Grass is particularly useful
in revegetation thanks to its ability to form dense matts.
Leaves: Course and tough, w ith finely serrated margins. 0.5 - 1 m tall.
Flower: A fluffy cylindrical spike 30 -200 x 6-25 mm. January to December.
Seed: Spikelets 2-6 mm long which are hidden by
silky hairs.
Uses: Closely related to sugar cane, the
underground stems are sugary. In eastern Asia, the
stems were fermented into alcohol. Australian
colonials gave the stems to children to suck on.
Due to the insubstantial size of the stems, they are
not considered a food source for adults. Aboriginals
used the leaves to thatch huts and weave dillies,
but did not regard it as a food source.
Information sourced from ‘Wild Food Plants of Australia’ by Tim
Low; as well as from ‘Plants of Capricornia’ by Rhonda Melzer and
Joel Plumb.
Images sourced online.

Weed Spotting

Chromolaena odorata

Siam Weed

Asteraceae

Considered one of the world’s most invasive weeds, Siam Weed has the potential to spread across
northern Australia and down the eastern and western coastlines. Siam Weed is a perennial that can out
-compete and smother crops and native vegetation because of its incredible growth of 20 mm per day!
Siam Weed is a Restricted Invasive Plant.
Form: Y oung plants grow th habits similar to blue top, and mature plants grow th habit is
similar to lantana. Some refer to Siam Weed as ’White Lantana’. Siam Weed grows as a dense tangling
bush 2-3 m. It is capable of scrambling up trees to the height of 20 m. Stems are smooth, round and
fairly brittle, becoming woody at the base when old.
Leaves: Soft, green, hairy and triangular in shape, 50 - 120 mm
long with distinctive three-vein ‘pitchfork’ pattern. New growth has
purple colouration. Emits pungent odour when crushed.
Flower: clusters of 10-35 pale pink-mauve tubular flowers, 10 mm
long, found at branch ends. Flowers appear white from a distance.
Flowers darken when maturing. Flowering occurs May to July and
again in September to October.
Reproduction: Siam W eed produces more than 80,000
windborne seeds in a single season. Majority of seeds will germinate
after rain, but may also remain dormant for several years. Seed
longevity research is continuing.
Distribution: Siam W eed is NOT yet found in M ackay, though it
is in Townsville and Rockhampton. It is extremely important to watch
for this weed, as an infestation in Mackay would have huge impacts
on agriculture and the natural environment.
Information sourced from the ‘Siam Weed Factsheet’ by DAF. Images sourced online
from the Queensland Government.
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Welcome to Land for Wildlife: Becky-Jo Drummond
Becky-Jo’s property is an example of what Land for Wildlife (and landcare) is
all about, having a combination of diverse habitat for wildlife but still
maintaining functional and productive land use. The property backs onto the
Mount Martin National Park and features 46 hectares of remnant vegetation,
a mixture of eucalyptus woodlands, vine forest, and riparian vegetation. The
remaining 19 hectares is set aside for pasture and growing fodder, which is
sustainably managed.
A large area of the property backs directly onto the
national park and is comprised of undisturbed remnant
habitat. These patches of un-fragmented habitat are
extremely important to wildlife, and offer refuge in our
highly modified landscape. This section of the property
is left untouched, and is allowed to manage itself
without human interference.
An interesting project being undertaken by Becky-Jo is
the creation of a wildlife corridor connecting the
vegetation on the hill to the riparian vegetation on
Jolimont Creek. These two areas of key habitat are
separated by pasture, and a wildlife corridor will allow
for safe passage for wildlife passing through the area.
We look forward to seeing the results of Becky-Jo’s
efforts, and welcome her to the Land for Wildlife
family!
Images sourced from PCL.
Image (top) newly planted wildlife corridor connects Jolimont Creek
to the vegetation of Mount Martin National Park; image (bottom)
Jolimont Creek still holding water at the height of the dry season.

Fire Management
Fire management is extremely important, now more obvious than ever before. Learning the correct
way to manage vegetated blocks for fire may seem a little daunting, but there are many excellent
resources online provided by the Queensland government. We have listed some general advice below:


Figure out what ecosystem types are present on the
property (we can help with this!);



Look up the required burning (or lack of) for that
ecosystem type (we can provide relevant resources);



Find out which season you should burn, the intensity of
the burn, and the interval of burning;



Never aim to burn entire vegetation patches, mosaic
burning keeps some habitat available for wildlife;



Seek advise from Queensland Rural Fire Service,
Mackay main office number 4965 6641;



Seek advise from Reef Catchments Ltd. Phone 4968 4200.

Image of 2018 Eungella fires. Image sourced
online from ABC News.

Bushfires can have devastating consequences but good management can help reduce the risks. Please
consider donating to your preferred bushfire appeals down south if you are able.
More information can be found below:
https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/plants-animals/plants/ecosystems/fire-management
https://reefcatchments.com.au/fire/
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Upcoming Events
Want to Work for PCL?

February
Tue 11 - P CL Volunteering, 8am to 12pm . Contact P CL
for more information.
Tue 18 - P CL Volunteering, 8am to 12pm . Contact P CL
for more information.
Thu 20 - Birdlife M ack ay outing, P lantation P alm s &
Kerrisdale. Meet at Rosewood Drive, Plantation Palms
at 06:00am. Contact 0438 134 738 for more
information.
Tue 25 - P CL Volunteering, 8am to 12pm . Contact P CL
for more information.

Looking for a challenging and rewarding role in
Landcare? PCL is now hiring a full-time Project
Officer! If you are interested click the link below
to learn more about the role, and follow the
instruction to apply.
https://nrmjobs.com.au/jobs/2020/20004847/
Project_Officer?
state=QLD&category=&search=&page=

March
Tue 3 - P CL Volunteering, 8am to 12pm . Contact P CL for
more information.
Sat 7 - Friends of the M orag M cN ichol Reserve, W ork ing
Bee and General Meeting. 08:00am to 10:00am, meet
at Wattle Street Entrance to Reserve (Andergrove).
Sun 8 - Birdlife M ack ay outing, M cLeans M t Ossa. M eet
at Coningsby Roadhouse/Service Station at 06:00am.
Contact 0438 134 738.
Tue 10 - P CL Volunteering, 8am to 12pm . Contact P CL
for more information.
Tue 17 - P CL Volunteering, 8am to 12pm . Contact P CL
for more information.
Thu 19 - Birdlife M ack ay outing, Bak ers Creek Reserve.
Meet at the City Gate Tourist Information Centre
(Nebo Road) at 06:00am. Contact 0438 134 738.
Tue 24 - P CL Volunteering, 8am to 12pm . Contact P CL
for more information.
Thur 26-27 - M ack ay W hitsunday Grazing Forum and
Field Day. More information TBA.
Tue 31 - P CL Volunteering, 8am to 12pm . Contact P CL
for more information.
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