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Pest and Weeds Symposium (PAWS) 2019
A recent article written in the CSIROscope (linked below) highlighted that here in
Australia, we have the highest rate of vertebrate mammal extinction in the world, and
that invasive species are our number one threat. The article also discussed the cost to
Australia, which in 2011-12 was estimated to be $13.6 billion dollars. This doesn't
include the cost of the harm to biodiversity and the essential role that native species
play in our ecosystem, which was estimated to cost at least as much, if not more.
PCL was fortunate to be able to attend the 2019 PAWS, which brought together some
of the leading minds and key players in pest management. The symposium was held
on the Gold Coast, and a big focus was on the issues faced by land managers in South
East Queensland (many of which we share here on the Central Coast).
One of the take home messages from the event was the need for people to unite, and
face issues together. There were examples from all over Queensland where the
community has united with land managers and land holders for amazing results.

Image (left) talk about coastal rehabilitation, through community and council involvement in the Gold Coast; image (right) a trap
used for deer in the Gold Coast, pest management staff get a message when a camera detects movement and they can access it
from there phones at home, if there is the target animal in the trap, they can remotely close the door. Images by Kade Slater.
Further reading: https://blog.csiro.au/invasive-species-are-australias-number-one-extinction-threat/

MCC Wetland Project Update
It has been seven months since the first planting at the Vine Creek Wetland by
Mackay Christian College students and the site is looking spectacular. The
revegetation
has
seen
some
impressive growth, and the sign for
the project has been installed, with
help from the Mackay Regional
Council. Students from the school
have also had the chance to visit the
Mackay Natural Environment Centre
Nursery, and learn about how the
plants were propagated that they
planted at the school. This project
could not have happened without the
GBRMPA Reef Guardians Program,
the support of Mackay Regional
Council, and the work by the school
and its students!

Plant of the Month

Pavetta australiensis

Pavetta

Family: Rubiaceae

Shrub to 4m, perfect for a sunny patch of garden. Has
large displays of white fragrant flowers. Attracts a variety
of butterflies, nectar eating birds, and other insects.
Leaves: Simple, opposite, 40 -220 x 10-95 mm,
glabrous or both sides clothed in minute hairs,
membranous; petioles 5-35 mm long; stipules about 4
mm long.
Flower: Borne in show y terminal sprays; 7 -18 mm
long; petals 4, white or cream; calyx green; fragrant. Any
month.
Fruit: A drupe, black, 5-9 mm long x 4-7 mm wide,
pedicles 8-16 mm long; seeds 1 or 2, 4-5 mm long, brown
with blackish mark on 1 side. Apr.-June.
Distribution: Rainforests, littoral rainforests,
monsoon forest and vine thickets from the Torres Strait
Islands to McPherson Range NSW, altitude tropical Qld 01000 m.
Information sourced from ‘Fruits of the Australian Tropical Rainforest’
book by Wendy Cooper.
Image soured online from the ‘Australian Tropical Rainforest Plants’
website.

Pest Spotting

Sus scrofa

Feral Pig
Pigs were brought to Australia by European settlers in the first fleet as livestock. Some of these pigs
escaped (or were released) and quickly established wild populations & spread across Australia. Today it
is estimated that there are up to 24 million feral pigs is Australia.
Description: Feral pigs are typically smaller, leaner, and more
muscular than domestic pigs with well developed shoulders and
necks, and smaller, shorter hindquarters. The body is covered in
sparse, course hair and have a longer, larger snout, longer tusks, a
straighter tail and narrower back than domestic pigs. Usually black,
buff-coloured or spotted black and white in colour. Females usually
weigh 60-75 kg, while males usually weigh 90-110 kg.
Life cycle: I n favourable conditions feral pigs can breed year
round, with sows being able to produce two litters per year
of 4-10 piglets. Sows can create nests of vegetation before
farrowing, nests are usually less the 2km away from water.
Piglets spend the first 1-5 days of life in the nest. Weaning
occurs 2-3 months. Sexual maturity of sows is reached
around 6 months of age.
Impacts:
Feral pigs have major impacts on
agriculture, especially in damaging crops and pasture. They
also impact on natural environments, digging large
wallows, damaging river banks & predating on native
wildlife.
Control: Baiting is the most effective method of control. Trapping is effective in populated
areas, on smaller properties, and where there are low pig numbers. Trapping is most effective when
food resources are limited. Shooting from helicopters can be effective, but ground shooting is not.
Image (top) of a feral pig, sourced online; image (below) large wallow in a Mackay conservation park, sourced from Kade Slater.
Information sourced from the DAF ‘Feral Pig Factsheet’.
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Land for Wildlife: Brian & Lynn
Brian & Lynn joined the LFW program two years ago, and have been doing
excellent work ever since. With Brian’s retirement around the corner, plans
have been made to start some major revegetation works across their
property at The Leap. Future goals include the creation of a wetland system,
along the front of the property where areas remain wet year round. Once
this is established, the vegetation surrounding these areas will be expanded
upon, with the hopes of attracting a greater variety of wildlife.
The property already has a healthy population of rock wallabies, which have
become a problem for Brian & Lynn! Unfortunately these wallabies have become too comfortable
around the house, jumping on the cars and frequently making a mess of the patio. This has caused
Brian & Lynn to take drastic measures, including putting up an electric fence around the patio to
discourage the wallabies and keep them in their natural habitat on the hills.
We wish Brian & Lynn all the best with their work on the property and look forward to seeing the
transformation. For more information on Land for Wildlife get in contact with Kade Slater.
Image (left) the electric
fence around the home
patio; image (right) the
water feature where
the properties drainage
runs, already showing
excellent native
recruitment.
Images sourced from
Kade Slater.

Local School Support: Eungella State School
It was a cloudy, wet, and cold day up at Eungella. After a nerve racking drive up the soaking wet
Eungella Range, Project Officer Kade Slater made his way to the Eungella State School. PCL has been
working closely with the school to try and develop a revegetation/native garden plan, to help stabilise
banks and attract native wildlife for the students to
appreciate. The purpose of the most recent visit was to
gain a greater understanding of the schools needs, and
also to drop off 40 Dianella caerulea (kindly donated by
the Mackay Natural Environment Centre Nursery) which
are the first plants to go into the ambitious new garden
plan.
All of this is thanks to the Landcare Support Program. If
your school needs assistance with landcare or other
environmental projects/goals then please inquire with
Kade Slater.
Image (top) Dianella planted along sloping bank, with the hopes of
stabilisation; image (bottom left) greeted by lovely Eungella weather;
image (bottom
right)
Kade
Slater making
the
plant
delivery.
Images top &
bottom
right
sourced from
Mandy
Tennant.
Image bottom
sourced from
Kade Salter.
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Upcoming Events
June
Sat 8 - M RC Volunteer Ex po. Learn about volunteering
opportunities with PCL. 9am to 1pm at the Civic
Precinct Lawns.
Tue 11 - P CL Volunteering, at I llaw ong Beach opposite
Citibeach Volleyball. 8.30am to 12pm.
Wed 12 - W etland Field Day. M eet at 6 Sw ayne St, N orth
Mackay, by 9:30am (event ends 1:30pm). Please RSVP
by Friday June 7th to
carla.lambropoulos@pioneercatchment.org.au.
Sun 16 - P ioneer Valley Show , P CL w ill be in attendance,
along with Mackay Regional Pest Management Group,
and staff from the MNEC Nursery.
Tue 18 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Tue 25 - P CL Volunteering, at I llaw ong Beach opposite
Citibeach Volleyball. 8.30am to 12pm.
July
Tue 2 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Thur 4 - N ative P lants Qld, general m eeting.
Sat 6 - Friends of M orag M cN ichol Reserve, w ork ing bee
& general meeting. Meet at Wattle St entrance to the
reserve at 8am.
Sun 7 - Birdlife M ack ay outing to the Sandringham Bay
Conservation Park. Meet at the tourist information
centre (city gates) for 6.30am departure.
Tue 9 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Wed 10 - N ative P lants Queensland, Regional Forests
working bee, project tba.
Tue 16 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Sat 20 - N ative P lants Queensland, Branch 41st
Birthday.
Tue 23 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Fri 26 - School Tree Day 2019, I llaw ong P ark , South
Mackay.
Sun 28 - N ational Tree Day 2019, I llaw ong P ark , South
Mackay. Details TBA.
Tue 30 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .

Last Chance for Plant Allocations
A final reminder to get your membership plant allocations
for the 18/19 financial year. Members of PCL get 20 free
native tube stock per financial year for revegetation and
native gardening.
Also, reminder that your membership with PCL does not
automatically renew, and if you want to continue being a
PCL member, you must renew your membership with us.
Contact admin for more information.
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