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PCL Office Christmas Closure: Saturday December 21st to Sunday January 5th.

Seagrass Monitoring with Reef Catchments
Did you know that seagrass communities are one of the most important
marine ecosystems? Seagrass communities are highly productive and
dynamic, providing nursery grounds and food for marine animals, as
well as acting as substrate stabilisers. In some coastal areas, entire
fisheries may depend on the productivity of seagrass beds. Seagrass
comes in many shapes and sizes, all of which form roots, stems and
leaves, as well as tiny flowers, fruit and seeds. Despite being called a
grass, seagrass in not a true grass. Two iconic species that depend on Composite drawing of different seagrasses
seagrass for food include the Dugong and Green Sea Turtle.
sourced from the AIMS website.
Reef Catchments runs a seagrass monitoring program supported by its Islands Project, which is funded
by the Australian Governments National Landcare Program. Twice a year volunteers conduct seagrass
monitoring at two sites in the Mackay region, and three in
the Whitsundays. The sites are Clairview, St Helens,
Hideaway Bay, Pioneer Bay, and Dingo Beach. The data
collected from the monitoring gets fed into the Mackay,
Whitsunday & Isaac Heathy Rivers to Reef Report Card and
to Seagrass Watch. The volunteering offers a fun and
interesting afternoon on the beach, and you will learn about
seagrass and other intertidal life from some of the most
passionate and knowledgeable people in our region.
Image (right) seagrass growing at the Clairview monitoring site; image
(bottom left) three teams work along three monitoring transects (50m lines)
collecting data every 5m; image (bottom right) the team recording data at
one of the 5m intervals. Information sourced online from the AIMS website.
Images sourced from Reef Catchments.

Project Announcement: Rainforest
Rehabilitation Post Fire
PCL is happy to announce our newest project
funded by NQ Dry Tropics. This project aims to
provide advice and support to landholders in the
Eungella, Crediton and Dalrymple Heights areas
that have lost rainforest to the 2018 bushfires.
The project commenced earlier in October with
the first property visits. If you are, or know, a
fire effected landholder in these areas who may
benefit from the program, please get in touch
and we will see how we can help.

Plant of the Month

Banksia integrifolia

Coastal Banksia

Family: Proteaceae

Banksias were named after British botanist Sir Joseph Banks, who travelled to Australia in 1770 with
Captain Cook. The Coastal Banksia is an extremely attractive tree, and could make an interesting
feature in the garden with its large flower spikes and stiff leaves.
Leaves: W horled, oblong to obovate; green above, w hite
and hairy below; margins entire or toothed.
Flower: Densely packed pale yellow to golden individuals
on terminal cylindrical spikes, about 60-120 mm long, up to 50
mm wide, summer to winter
Fruit: A dry w oody cone, seeds are housed in individual
follicles which break open releasing two black winged seed.
Uses: Used by Aboriginals, the blossoms are laden w ith
nectar and made for a sugary treat in an often monotonous diet.
Nectar was either sucked directly out of the blossom, or the
blossom was soaked in water to make drinks, sometimes allowing
natural fermentation to produce an alcoholic brew. Best harvested
early morning before birds and evaporation reduce yield. Flowers
are also great for honey production, providing plenty of nectar
and pollen to bees, creating a dark and aromatic honey.
Ecological Notes: Flow ers and seeds are a food source for an great variety of birds and
mammals. Larval food tree for Fiery Jewel Butterfly and Hawk Moths.
Some wild food plants are dangerous, and Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group inc. accepts no responsibility for any mishaps
arising from the tasting of the plants mentioned in newsletter articles.

Images sourced from Steve & Alison Pearson. Information sourced from ‘Plants of Capricornia’ by Rhonda Melzer and Joel Plumb, & from ‘Wild Food
Plants of Australia’ by Tim Low.

Weed Spotting

Ligustrum sinense

Small-leaf Privet

Family: Oleaceae

Native to China and Japan the Small-leaf Privet was introduced as a garden ornamental, but has since
become widely distributed in Australia. In natural (usually riparian) areas, the densely branching
growth habit of this plant poses a significant shading threat to native plants, and an obstruction to
wildlife movement. The heavily scented flowers have the potential to cause severe allergic reactions in
susceptible people. Small-leaf Privet is a Restricted Invasive Plant.
Form: A densely branched, multi -stemmed evergreen shrub, 3-5 m tall (sometimes growing to 7
m). Bark smooth, brownish-grey on stems and greyish-green on branches.
Leaves: Opposite, oval-shaped, 10-70 mm long and 5-35 mm wide.
Flowers: W hite, tubular, lobed flow ers w ith mauve to purple
anthers, occur in branched clusters. Flower tubes are 5-20 mm long
with 35 mm lobes. Very strongly scented.
Fruit: Berries, 4-10 mm in diameter, green when young, ripening to
dull purple or blue-black. Each berry contains 2 oblong seeds 3-4 mm
long.
Spread by: P rimarily by seed, a
mature plant can produce up to ten
million seeds each growing season.
Seeds have a 6 months life. Seedlings
are capable of surviving in low light
conditions, and will grow vigorously
when light becomes available. Seeds can
be moved by birds, and other animals.
Information sourced online from the NSW
WeedWise Website, and the DAF Small-leaf Privet
Factsheet. Images sourced from Kade Slater.
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Hot Tots at the Nursery
We at PLC believe in the importance of
connecting kids and students to nature, and
there is something special about seeing little
faces light up when they get their hands dirty
at the MNEC Nursery. PCL was proud to host
the Hot Tot Education Centre on its very first
field trip! The kids got to have a look around
the nursery, but more importantly, got their
hands dirty in some soil.
If you would like to have your school, day
care, business or organisation involved at the
nursery, contact us and we can arrange it for
you.
Image: Kids helping to propagate native ground covers.

Healthy Rivers to Reef Partnership (HR2R): Stewardship Report Launch
Wednesday the 23rd of October saw the official launch of the first Macaky-Whitsunday–Isaac
Stewardship Report in Airlie Beach. This report highlights some case studies of the region’s industries
and local communities responding to the challenge of improving or maintaining waterway health in the
three regions. It was a busy day for the partners, which started with the partners meeting, followed by
the public launch of the stewardship report. The day concluded with a trip to Daydream Island to see
the works being done with growing and regenerating bleached coral on the living reef.
The HR2R Partnership is represented by 29 organisations committed to the health of waterways. The
partnership consists of representative from ports and resources, agriculture, conservation and natural
resource management. The launch of the stewardship report follows closely with the launch of the 2018
Report Card, which was the most comprehensive report card by the Partnership so far.
PCL would like to extend a
big thank you to the efforts
of the HR2R staff and
partners whose combined
efforts helped develop these
amazing documents, and
make them available to all.
To learn more about the
partnership, its work, and to
see the report cards, please
visit
https://
healthyriverstoreef.org.au/.
Image
(top
left)
the
new
Stewardship Report 2018 and the
2018 Report Card; image (top right)
the reef view observatory at the
recently refurbished Daydream
Island Resort; image (bottom left)
coral from the Daydream Island
Resort’s living reef which was
recently bleached from a heat
spike, now showing colour again
after being left in recovery tanks
that are being pumped with natural
cooler waters from 7m depth;
image (bottom right) afternoon
walk through the harbour to the
waiting boat, offering spectacular
views in the fading light.
Images sourced from Kade Slater.
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Upcoming Events
November
Sun 10 - 17 - Australian P ollinator W eek
Tue 12 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Tue 19 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Mon 25 - N ative P lants Queensland, M ack ay Branch
Herbarium session at the Mackay Regional Botanic
Gardens. Contact npqmackay@gmail.com for more
information.
Tue 26 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Wed 27 - 29 - Reef Catchm ents Soil Sym posium .
Symposium on Wednesday 27 at the Windmill Motel and
Events Centre, registrations start 9.00am, symposium
from 09.30am to 05.30pm. Thursday and Friday are field
days. Guest speaker is the internationally renowned soil
ecologist Dr Christine Jones. Bookings essential, please
RSVP at https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/soilsymposium-and-field-days-2019-reef-catchments-tickets
-73776825471?aff=ebdssbeac.
Thu 28 - N ative P lants Queensland, M ack ay Branch
propagation group nursery session at the Mackay
Regional Botanic Gardens. From 7.30am.
December
Tue 3 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Thu 5 - N ative P lants Queensland M ack ay, final m eeting
in 2019 for branch. 7.30pm at the Mackay Regional
Botanic Garden Meeting Room.

Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group Inc.
Management Committee
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ChairǀDave Hunter
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Deputy ChairǀDianne W illiam s Kate Finch
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Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group Inc.
Office contacts:
Phone ǀ 07 4944 1979
Email | admin@pioneercatchment.org.au
Website ǀ w w w .pioneercatchm ent.org.au

Tue 10 - P CL Volunteering 8am to 12pm .

Wendy Eiteneuer ǀ Administration Officer
weiteneuer@pioneercatchment.org.au

Tue 17 - P CL Volunteering 8am to 12pm . Final
volunteering session for 2019.

Carla Lambropoulos ǀ Project Coordinator ǀ 0438 425 990
carla.lambropoulos@pioneercatchment.org.au

Fri 20 - P CL final business day for 2019.

Kade Slater ǀ Project Officer ǀ 0497 441 979
kade.slater@pioneercatchment.org.au
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