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Water Mouse Project: Pests on Camera!
During water mouse camera monitoring activities in July, PCL staff and volunteers
noticed numerous tracks, identified as belonging to pig, dog and fox. This was not
uncommon across all the monitoring sites, but at this point, no mammalian pest had
been spotted on camera. While sorting the images captured during the recent
monitoring round, we were excited to find that we had finally had concrete proof of
the presence of predators. Photos were taken on multiple cameras of a lone pig and
fox, along with photos of water mice.
Feral pigs have been know to opportunistically destroy water mice nests in search of
an easy meal, as well as causing damage to their mangrove habitat. Red foxes are
predators of small mammals, and would likely hunt water mice when they can. The
area has now been flagged for fox den detection later this year, and the photos/
information has been passed to Queensland Parks and Wildlife who have identified the
area for targeted pest control.

Image (top left) water mouse (Xeromys myoides); image (top right) feral pig (Sus scrofa); image (bottom left) water mouse; image
(bottom right) red fox (Vulpes vulpes).
Images sourced from PCL.

Plant of the Month

Glochidion ferdinandi

Cheese Tree

Euphorbiaceae

A shrub or tree to 15 m, named after the famous Australian
botanist, Ferdinand von Mueller. The cheese tree makes for an
excellent wildlife attracting plant, as the fruit is eaten by many
bird species. And is the larval food for the shining pencil-blue
butterfly and the shinning oakblue butterfly. The trees common
name is based on the unique shape of the fruit, that looks like
a wheel of cheese.
Leaves: simple, 24-110 x 15-40 mm, glabrous; petioles 3-5
mm long.
Flower: petals absent; sepals 6, yellow , 2 -3 mm long. Nov.
-Apr.
Fruit: a capsule, green or w hite to palest pink or
dark red, 6-8 mm long x 10-20 mm wide, glabrous,
shiny; pedicels about 5 mm long; seeds 5-14, about
5 mm long, enclosed in a red aril. Any month.
Distribution:
rainforest,
heathland
and
eucalyptus forest from Hinchinbrook Island to
Ulladulla NSW.
Information sourced from ‘Fruits of the Australian Tropical
Rainforest’ by Wendy Cooper.
Images sourced from Steve & Alison Pearson.

Pest Spotting

Canis lupus familaris

Wild dog

Family: Canidae

Domestic dogs were introduced by European settlers in 1788, but wild dogs have been present on
Australia for about 4000 years, with Aboriginal people introducing dingoes from Asia. Both dingoes and
domestic dogs are the same species. Like the cat, issues with dogs are not limited to escaped feral
animals, and the domestic family pet can cause just as many issues if left to roam.
Description: There is little difference betw een domestic dogs and w ild dogs. Though many
wild dogs will be noticeably leaner then your average domestic dog, and will often be very wary or even
aggressive towards humans.
Life cycle: Dogs w ill normally have one litter of 4 -6 pups per year, usually in April to June.
Impacts: W ild dogs are highly adaptable predators and w ill prey on anything from insects to
water buffalo, but their preferred prey is small to medium-sized mammals. Wild dogs are known to
have a considerable impact on agriculture, with an estimated cost in Queensland of $67 million in 2008
-09. Predation and attacks on native wildlife can have some severe impacts, for example, attacks on
koalas during periods of drought, when they are forced to move along the ground between trees more
often. Dogs (like cats) are also know to partake in surplus killing, which is hunting/killing ‘for fun’ and
not just for the need to eat.
Control: Effective dog control relies heavily on good
coordination, dogs are able to easily recolonise controlled
areas if continual follow-up control does not occur. Baiting is
recognised as the most efficient, economic and effective
form of control. Shooting is an opportunistic method, and
could be used to remove problem animals from a smaller
area or drive them off. Trapping is an effective method, but
it is time consuming and requires a level of skill and
knowledge to get results. Livestock guardian dogs are an
option for protecting sheep, goats & poultry.
Information sourced online from DAF’s ‘wild dog factsheet’; and from the Petsmart website https://www.pestsmart.org.au/pestanimal-species/wild-dog/. Image sourced online from DAF.
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Biosecurity & You
What is a GBO? GBO stands for General Biosecurity Obligation.
All Queenslanders under the Biosecurity Act 2014 are required to take an active role
in managing Biosecurity risks on land under their control.
This general biosecurity obligation means that you must take all reasonable steps to
ensure that you don’t spread pest, weeds or disease. Landholders are expected to
know about any potential risks on their property.
As a landcarer we know you care for the environment so your GBO is to make sure
that weeds on your property are not spreading to your neighbours or roadsides. By
keeping your boundary fences weed free, you are demonstrating you are taking all
reasonable steps to prevent spread.
GBO’s are not just for people who own large properties but also people in residential
areas. Nearly all of our most prevalent weeds once started out as garden plants, so
we need to be certain that our gardens plants are not escaping!
If you would like to have advise about your GBO please contact us and we can assist
you on your best course of action. Also,
you can contact the friendly Pest
Officers from the Mackay Regional
Councils Pest Management Team, who
will be able to provide you with best
practice advice. This team can be
contacted on: 1300 622 529.
Image of madeira vine destroying riparian vegetation.
Image sourced from Kade Slater.

Creature Feature: Bush-stone Curlew
Even if you have not seen one of these
curious birds, there is a good chance you
would have heard its eerie, high-pitched
wailing call in the night. During the day, you
will find them standing or squatting in some
shade, using their amazing cryptic plumage
(looking more like a pile of leaves or garden
ornament then a bird). Here at the Mackay
Natural Environment Centre, we have curlews
who have taken up residence under the plant
benches of the nursery, where they nest on
the rocks each year, giving staff a fright when
they get to close. They fiercely defend the
area making a loud growling hiss and
sometimes chasing you with their wings
extended.
Image of a bush-stone curlew at the nursery.
Images sourced from Kade Slater.
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Upcoming Events
September
Sat 14 - M ack ay Com m unity Garden w ork ing bee,
abundance swap and pizza lunch. 9am to 2pm.
Tue 17 - P CL Volunteering. 8.30am to 12pm . Tree
planting at Illawong Beach, meet on south end of Petrie
St near the National Tree Day site.
Tue 24 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Sun 29 - W ater M ouse Event at Sandringham Bay
Conservation Park. From 9am to 11am, meeting at the
entrance to the park, approximately 500m from the
Dunnrock boat ramp. Learn about the project and watch
a conservation dog in action. Spaces are limited so RSVP
to Kade Slater ASAP.
October
Tue 1 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Sat 5 - Friends of the M orag M cN ichol Reserve w ork ing
bee and general meeting. Meet at the Wattle St
entrance to the reserve at 8am.
Sun 6 - Birdlife M ack ay outing to Chelm an ’s Road, meet at
the tourist information centre at the city gates at 6am.
Contact 0438 134 738 for more information.
Tue 8 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Sat 12 - Mackay Community Gardens working bee. 9am to
2pm.
Tue 15 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Tue 22 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
22-28 - Aussie Backyard Bird Count. For more information or to
register visit: https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/
Tue 29 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .

PCL AGM & Management Committee
PCL will be holding its AGM in October (date TBA),
and we are looking for people to join our
management committee. PCL is governed by an
elected management committee, who are
representatives from a wide range of interest
groups. You can help shape the future of
landcare, and help out our organisation.
Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group Inc.
Management Committee
Executive
ChairǀDave Hunter

Committee Members
Irene Champion

Deputy ChairǀDianne W illiam s Kate Finch
TreasurerǀMark Radke

Di Salau

Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group Inc.
Office contacts:
Phone ǀ 07 4944 1979
Email | admin@pioneercatchment.org.au
Website ǀ w w w .pioneercatchm ent.org.au
Wendy Eiteneuer ǀ Administration Officer
weiteneuer@pioneercatchment.org.au
Carla Lambropoulos ǀ Project Coordinator ǀ 0438 425 990
carla.lambropoulos@pioneercatchment.org.au
Kade Slater ǀ Project Officer ǀ 0497 441 979
kade.slater@pioneercatchment.org.au
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