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PCL needs you! Creative volunteering opportunities!
We are really missing our dedicated team of volunteers at the nursery every Tuesday morning. The government
protocols surrounding the Covid-19 pandemic prevent us from making plans involving groups of people. We will be
contacting our members by email as soon as we are given the green light to hold gatherings again. In the meanwhile,
check out our Facebook page for regular videos
about local landcare topics. Feel free to contact us
with suggestions or ways you can help us from afar
as we are a not for profit organisation and really do
value the skills shared by our volunteers

Recently we were able to get out to the Far Beach site where a Habitat
Assessment was carried out. 34% of the ground cover on site were
weeds, with the major culprits being Blue Billy Goats Weed ( Ageratum
houstonianum - above) and Guinea Grass (Magathryrsus maximus below), and on occasion the odd Prickly Pear (Opuntia stricta - left).
Photos provided by Tom Crow, showing the Far Beach Site

PCL Membership Renewals and Plant Allocations
PCL Membership renewals are now due! So make sure to check your
emails in the coming weeks.
Don’t forget your plant allocations for this financial year! April is a
fantastic time to plant, and self isolation sounds like a good excuse to
dust those cobwebs in the shed and get your garden planted, pruned and
perfected . Despite the Covid-19 outbreak plant allocations can still be
collected from outside the nursey. However, all collections must be
organised by emailing Pioneer Catchment Landcare’s Project Officer Tom
Crow as the MNEC is currently closed to visitors and non-essential staff.

Plant of the Month

Glycosmis trifoliata
Family: Rutaceae

Pink Lime Berry

Pink Lime Berry is a small tree or shrub that can grow up to 8 meters in height and can have a buttressed trunk, this species is
fantastic for attracting Swallowtail butterflies to your garden. The species name ‘trifoliata’ is derived from the apperance of its three
(tri) compound leaves (foliate). Its common name refers to the small pink or orange berries.
Leaves: Leaves are 40-175mm in length and 15-65mm in width and have a
smooth, shiny appearance with oil dots present. The compound leaves consists
of one to seven leaflets (typically three), arranged in an alternating or opposite
pattern.
Flower: Flow ers consist of five w hite and cream coloured petals w hich
are 4-5mm in length. The flowers are cup-shaped.
Fruit: P ink or orange berries develop betw een October to July and
have a diameter of 5-12mm. Berries contain 1-3 white, cream, green or brown 6
-8mm long seeds.
Distribution: Found in rainforests and vine thick ets below 740m in
QLD, NT, WA and from New Guinee to South East Asia. In QLD it is found from
the Torres Strait Islands to Wide Bay in QLD.
Ecology: Rutaceae species acts as a host plant to the larvae of native
Citrus Swallowtail butterflies (Papillio aegeus), providing them a habitat and
food source whilst they develop.

Information sourced from ‘Fruits of the Australian Tropical Rainforest’ by Wendy
Cooper and from Scriber, J. & Larsen, M & Zalucki, M. (2007). Papilio aegeus
Donovan (Lepidoptera: Papilionidae) host plant range evaluated experimentally
on ancient Angiosperms. Australian Journal of Entomology. Images sourced
online from www.indigigrow.com.au

Weed Spotting

Spathodea campanulata subsp. nilotica
Family: Bignoniaceae

African Tulip Tree

Native to Africa, the African Tulip tree was introduced as a garden ornamental and street tree to tropical and sub-tropical
Queensland. Since its introduction it has become established in coastal Queensland along creeks and in rainforests and open
forests. African Tulips trees crowd out native vegetation and have negative impacts upon stingless bee populations as they contain
Greyanotoxins. This species is a Restricted Invasive Plant.
Form: An evergreen tree that can grow to 24 m eters in height.
Leaves: strongly veined ovate leaves that are 40 -110mm in length and 25-80mm in width. Leaves are bronze when young,
becoming green and glossy when mature. Leaves form in 3-13 opposite and pinnate leaflets.
Flowers: Large red/ orange bell-shaped flowers with yellow frilled edges. Petals are fused and flowers occur in clusters.
Seeds: 15-250mm long and 30-50mm
wide reddish brown capsules, contains
thin seeds surrounded by a clear wing.
Spread by: Birds, w ind,
garden waste and suckers.

w ater,

Information sourced from ‘Weeds of the
Mackay Whitsunday Region (2nd ed)’ by
Mackay Regional Pest Management
Group, from ‘African tulip tree Spathodea
campanulata’
by
the
Queensland Department of Agriculture
and Fisheries and from ‘Applied Stingless
Beekeeping. The Pollination of Cultivated
Plants’ by Cervancia, C. R., & Fajardo Jr,
A. C. Images sourced from African tulip
tree - Spathodea campanulata’ by the
Queensland Department of Agriculture
and Fisheries.
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Land for Wildlife, Not Lantana
Lantana (Lantana camara) is a major pest species for many of our Land for Wildlife property
holders. Knowing how to effectively remove this troublesome species and discourage its return is
vital. Aim to remove the lantana during its growing phase (October to April) or before it has a
chance to flower and seed (lantana is able to flowers and seed year round). Lantana seeds
remain dormant in the soil for up to four years, so repeated control is essential.
Mechanical and chemical control are the advocated methods for removing lantana. Stick raking
and ploughing are recommended for large areas of lantana, with grubbing and slashing being
useful for small infestations. Repeated mechanical control will be needed to stop regrowth.
Alternatively, herbicide application to regrowth below 50cm in height can be
precise and effective after large scale removal.
Chemical control can be beneficial if herbicide is applied to each stem and
Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries application procedures
are followed precisely.
Burning can also be advantageous but comes with associated risks,
including damage to native flora. Repeated burns will be needed to hinder
regrowth.
Establishing native flora in cleared areas will support control of lantana.
Native vegetation will out-compete lantana regrowth.

Information and picture sourced online from ‘Lantana, Lantana camara’ by
Queensland Department of Agriculture and Fisheries, and from ‘Lantana
control methods on show at Mirani’ by Tim Mulherin for Primary Industries
and Fisheries.

Backyard Biodiversity Survey and Making your Garden Eco-friendly
Whilst many of you may be apprehensive at the idea of having to self isolate or stay around the house, I believe a backyard
biodiversity survey is exactly the cure for boredom that everyone can do! By keeping an eye on the shrubbery (hopefully natives)
you can keep a record of all the wildlife you see using your garden.
This has three main benefits;
1.

Gain a greater understanding of the species in your local area that are using urban spaces.

2.

Compare which species visit or utilise which plants/features? Compare with your friends. If you or your friends see a species
that you love, you may gain insight that can help you attract more of them in the future.

3.

Start to plan your eco-friendly garden! Which species do you want to visit your garden? What do they need to visit? What
features could you add?

Water sources, nesting boxes, leaf litter, rocky and brush pile areas all add further habitats to your garden!

PCL Welcomes Nichole Zahra and Tom Crow to the Team
Welcome to our new Coordinator.
Nichole, a former PCL volunteer and
North Queensland local, is passionate
about conservation and education (in
particular, the importance of native
species in gardening and decreasing
forage crop migration).
In her backyard, Nichole’s efforts
include planting native flora and
diverting green waste to a thriving
worm farm. Her success is indicated
by two colonies of Sugar Bag Bees
(Tetragonula hockinsii) that have
naturally established themselves.

Meet our new Project Officer. Tom
hails from the UK, loves hiking and
traveling to new places and has a
passion for Australian wildlife and
plants.
Tom’s
background
in
wildlife
conservation and ecology have
enabled him to work in wildlife
rehabilitation. Tom has completed an
internship tracking and surveying
Tasmanian Devils throughout North
Eastern Tasmania.

Both Nichole and Tom will be managing projects at St Helens Creek and Far Beach, as well as being involved in Land for Wildlife,
community engagement and nursery activities with the PCL volunteers.
“I would like to help improve the environment so that I’m leaving things a bit better than when I found them. If we all do a little,
every day, it can have a big impact.” - Nichole
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Blue Tiger Butterfly — Quick Facts

Upcoming Events
Owing to the Covid-19 outbreak all events have been
cancelled.
We will to keep in contact with you throughout this
time regarding any events, meetings and
volunteering allowable under
government guidelines.
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Currently migrating in Mackay region
Latin name: Tirum ala ham ata
Range: M ostly tropical,
frequenting North Queensland regions
nearly all year round.
Lifespan: Can live longer than five
months, so are one of the longestlived butterfly species.
Migration: Can vary depending on
local climate conditions, but usually
occur in spring and/or autumn when
the butterflies may fly south, sometimes even reaching Victoria, where
they have long periods sheltered
& resting during winter.

Blue Tiger butterfly on Native
Hoya. Image: ‘Photography
& Wildlife by Kade Slater’.

Eggs: The Blue Tiger butterfly lays bullet-shaped, pale yellow eggs.
They are laid singly on the young shoots of food plants.
Larvae: The caterpillars are grey/ w hite w ith black bands
between segments, orange lines along tops of the prolegs and a pair
long filaments that look like antennae on both the thorax and last
abdominal segment.
Host plants: Locally caterpillars can feed on these native
plants, most of which can be toxic:
Mangrove Milkpod (Vincetoxium carnosum)
Butterfly Vine (Cynanchum leptolepis)
Corky Milk Vine (Secamone elliptica ).
Monkey Rope or Common Silkpod (Parsonsia spp. most
commonly P. straminea),
Native Hoya, Wax Flower (Hoya australis)
Corky Marsdenia, (M. lloydii ), Milk Vine (M. rostrate) and
other Marsdenia spp.
Coast Tylophora (Tylophora benthamii)

Information sourced from:

Queensland Museum website: Migratory Butterflies
Land for Wildlife: South east Queensland
Coffs Harbour Butterfly House
Australian Butterfly Sanctuary
Irene Champion of Native Plants Queensland: Mackay Branch

Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group Inc. is proudly supported by:

April 2020

POSTAGE
PAID
AUSTRALIA

If unable to be delivered please return to

Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group Inc.
P0 Box 3181
NORTH MACKAY LPO Qld 4740

Newsletter printed on 100% recycled & carbon-neutral paper. To receive in full colour via e-mail please contact PCL

