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Far Beach - The Volunteers are Back
With Covid-19 restrictions starting to ease Pioneer Catchment Landcare (PCL) and the volunteer team have been able to get our
hands dirty at Far Beach. The native flora we previously planted here is thriving, however, we have a continuing battle on our
hands to keep the invasive weeds in check. During the wet season we were not able to get out to this site as much as we would
have liked, but the recent change in weather conditions have been perfect to allow us to get stuck in and tackle problem areas.
Much of the site is in fantastic condition, with established canopy cover at the northern end reducing the opportunity for the reemergence of weeds. The trees planted more recently at the southern end of the site are still establishing, which has resulted in
weeds becoming more prevalent.
Through the fantastic efforts of our volunteers we have made a start on removing some of the most invasive weed species. Siratro
(Macroptilium atropurpureum) has blanketed certain areas of the site, making walking more like stumbling through these areas.
Creeping Cinderella Weed (Calytocarpus vialis) has started to appear on the site in patches and the ever present Seaforth Burr
(Cenchrus echinatus) has returned alongside all of the public walkways through to the beach.
Most recently we have been making sure to clear the area around the smaller natives, as they risk being choked out by species like
Siratro. Once we have fully cleared the weeds from around the natives, we then start to remove the weeds from the site more
broadly to prevent reinfestation.
We would like to thank everyone who has generously donated their time and energy for helping to make this site something to be
proud of. Without your help, this part of Far Beach would be completely covered by weeds. If you are interested in joining us for a
Tuesday morning working bee, please register (numbers are limited) by contacting Tom at projectofficer@pioneercatchment.org.au
Photos by Tom Crow showing PCL volunteers, David, Julie, Angie, June, Peter & Jacky

Fun in the mud protecting St Helens Creek
In early 2019, the North and Far North Queensland monsoon trough affected an area over half of Queensland causing
widespread flooding and damage. As a result, an assistance package was activated through the jointly funded
Queensland and Australian Government Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA). Reef Catchments was able
to secure funding through the DRFA to carry out urgent streambank repair work projects across the region. A site at
St Helens Creek was greatly impacted by the monsoon trough event in February 2019 with a large volume of soil
being lost from the site and washed to the Great Barrier Reef lagoon. To prevent further erosion, Reef Catchments
carried out a range of engineered works to stabilise the bank. PCL were engaged by Reef Catchments to carry out the
revegetation and ongoing maintenance of the site. The PCL team spent a fun day planting 600 local native grasses,
shrubs and trees along 120m of the streambank. Ground conditions were quite muddy due to recent heavy rainfall in
the local area, however, this did not deter the PCL team from enjoying a day out in the field. Riparian vegetation is
essential to prevent streambank erosion and provides additional benefits such as filtering run-off, improving water
quality, providing habitat for native species, and regulating stream temperatures. PCL looks forward to maintaining
the revegetation site over the next 12 months and assisting in the protection of St Helens Creek.
Photos taken by Tom Crow

Plant of the Month

Flindersia schottiana

Silver Ash, Bumpy Ash, Cudgerie & Floppy Leaf Ash

Family: Rutaceae

Named by Robert Brown the botanist on Matthew Flinders first circumnavigation of Australia voyage on HMS Investigator. Many
Australian plants were collected on this voyage. Silver Ash can grow to 45m tall. The smooth grey trunk usually has scattered
bumps where branches have fallen off.
Leaves: Com pound and opposite; 7 -19 unequal-sided leaflets, 50-260mm long and 15-88mm wide. Leaflet stalks absent or up
to 2mm long. Leaflets dark green above, greyish beneath and finely hairy. Oil dots distinct.
Flower: 5 w hite or cream petals, 4 -6mm long. With green calyx. Showy flowers can occur as both axillary and terminal sprays.
Present from August-December and also May.
Fruit: A green to brow n, w oody capsule, 80 -130mm long, covered with woody
spines and splitting apart into 5 boat-shaped valves each with 2 compartments
containing 2 or more seeds, 40-63mm long, winged at both ends. Present from
December-April.
Distribution: Found in both N ew Guinea and Australia. I n Australia it is
present in rainforests from Cape York to Port Macquarie and is common in this
region.
Uses: This species is k now n for its pale tim ber that is popular for its ability
to take a high polish. It has previously been used
in the manufacturing of barrels, tool handles,
cricket stumps and billiard cues.
Ecology: Used as a food source by the larval
stages of Orchid Butterflies (Papilio aegeus).
Information sourced from ‘Fruits of the Australian
Tropical Rainforest’ by Cooper, W. Online from
‘Flindersia schottiana - Australian Tropical
rainforest plants’ by Australian Tropical Herbarium.
Images sourced from Pioneer Catchment and
Landcare.

Pest Spotting

Capra hircus
Family: Bovidae

Feral Goat

Goats were introduced to Australia by the first fleet and spread by settlers as they moved inland. Many herds were allowed to graze
and run freely, resulting in wild populations. Goats who escape or are released from domestic herds also become feral and can
establish new wild populations. The cost of feral goats to the Australian environment is currently unknown. However, Feral goats
are predicted to cost the Australian sheep industry approximately $17 million dollars annually.
Description: Feral Goat in Australia are predom inantly a m ix of 6 species; Angora, Cashmere, Anglo-Nubian, British
Alpine, Saanen and Toggenburg. The appearance of goats can vary depending upon the breed, with the presence of horns and
wattles, shape of the nose and coat type, length and colour.
Life Cycle: Goats can live to 16 years old, w ith sex ual m aturity being reached at 6 m onths. A typical heard w ill have
a higher proportion of females than males allowing for a high birth rate. Females have
a gestation period of 150 days and are able to become pregnant again soon after
giving birth, allowing up to two litters a year. Common litter sizes of goats are
between 1-3 kids which when combined with their rate of reproduction can allow a
population of goats to double every 1.6 years depending on resource availability.
Ecological Effect: Goats can cause a variety of negative ecological and
environmental effects;



Soil and environment degradation - Caused by overgrazing, trampling,
weed introduction & fouling water sources.



Reduce flora diversity - Caused by selective grazing, which prevents
recruitment and reestablishment.



Compete with natives - the competition for food, water and habitat with
native species can reduce population sizes and result in easier predation for
native species.
Control: Shooting, trapping and m ustering can all be used to control and
manage feral goat populations. In difficult terrain a ‘Judas Goat’ (a feral goat with a
radio transmitter) can be used to find herds.
Information and images sourced from ‘Feral Goat - Capra hircus’ by the Dept.
Agriculture and Fisheries & ‘The Feral Goat (Capra hircus) ‘ by The Department of
Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities.
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Land for Wildlife - Not Cats
Australia has the highest rate of mammal extinction globally and high extinction rates
for native avian, reptile and flora. Invasive flora and fauna is the major threat to
Australian wildlife, effecting 1257 species. Within Australia, Feral and Domestic Cats
(Felis catus) as well as Foxs (Vulpes vulpes) are responsible for 22 extinctions and
impact 270 species. Across northern Australia cats are causing a new wave of native
species decline.
Feral Cats

Domestic Cats

Population

Population



2.8 million individuals



3.9 million individuals



The population can double after rain



27% of Australian households have pet cats

Area


Area
Average density of feral cats across mainland Australia 1 cat per 3km2



Average density of domestic cats in towns and
cities 40-70 cats per 1KM2

Predation

Predation



Feral cats kill approximately 1876 million wild animals every year



Domestic cats kill approximately 249 million wild
animals every year



A feral cats annually kill 670 wild animals a year
(almost 2 kills a day)



A domestic cat annually kills 76 wild animals a
year (a kill every 4.6 days)



Up to 77% of these kills are native wildlife, Including 99% of the reptile species, 99% of the bird
species and 56% of the mammal species found in
the area.



Up to 73% of bird kills are native species (more
data is needed for reptiles and mammals)

Control


Exclusion fencing



Trapping with the assistance of lures

Control


Keep your cat indoors permanently (39% of cats
brought in at night sneak out)



Desex your cat (domestic cats may breed with
feral cats, making any feral control redundant)



Bells and specialised collars can reduce the rate
of successful hunts, though the cats presence
will still impact upon wildlife behaviour.

If you have seen a cat on your property that you do not want, please contact Mackay Regional Council on 1300 622
529 for advice. Both feral and domestic cats are known to enter a variety of environments and areas, so report all cat
unwanted cat activity to your council. The control measures mentioned above are controlled by both local and regional
law, therefore please contact the
relevant
authorities
before
implementing.
Information sourced online from ‘One
cat, one year, 110 native animals: lock
up your pet, it’s a killing machine’ by
Dielenberg, J et al. at ‘https://
theconversation.com/au’, ‘The impact of
cats in Australia’ by ‘Threatened Species
Recovery Hub’, ‘Invasive species are
Australia’s number-one extinction threat’
by Shepherd, A. and Broadhurst, L. at
‘https://theconversation.com/au’, ‘House
cats as predators in the Australian
environment: impacts and management’
by Dickman, C & ‘The threats to
Australia’s
imperilled
species
and
implications for a national conservation
response’ By Kearney, S et al. Photo of
indoor cats sourced from Rachel Slater
and Breanna Gee.
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Activities
Sponsorship Opportunities
Pioneer Catchment Landcare are looking for partnership
opportunities to work with like-minded groups or
organisations to undertake tree planting, weed removal
or community upskilling opportunities in 2021. Landcare
was formed in the early 1990’s to encourage
regenerative agricultural processes and improve
environmental outcomes. Please contact us if you think
we could help you with your land management goals.
Gardens For Wildlife Display Garden
Thank you to the Mackay Regional Council and our
Coordinator, Nichole, for the generous donations of
some plants and a pond which have been installed in the
display garden in front of the PCL office. If you would
like to support us in revamping this area, or the outside
of our office, please contact us. The following items
would be appreciated if you are able to donate:

ID: C10041933
We would like to thank everyone who has contributed to PCL
through donations to the ‘Containers for Change’ program.
These donations are helping PCL to secure the funds for a personalised gazebo.
When enough funds are raised for the purchase, this Gazebo will
be used to display our group at public events and community
days. Contributions from PCL’s members, volunteers and community supporters will make this possibility a reality.

Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group Inc.
Management Committee
Executive
ChairǀDave Hunter

Committee Members
Sharon Dwyer

Deputy ChairǀDianne W illiam s
TreasurerǀNancy Pratt



Trellis or materials to build (e.g. thick bamboo);



Timber bench seats;



Flat rocks for small cold-blooded animals to sun
themselves on;



Exterior paint and supplies;



Time or creative ideas.

Wendy Eiteneuer ǀ Administration Officer
weiteneuer@pioneercatchment.org.au

PCL Management Committee Vacancies

Nichole Zahra ǀ Coordinator ǀ 0497 441 979
coordinator@pioneercatchment.org.au

If you would like find out more about these positions or
apply, please email expressions of interest to
admin@pioneercatchment.org.au

Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group Inc.
Office contacts:
Phone ǀ 07 4944 1979
Email | admin@pioneercatchment.org.au
Website ǀ w w w .pioneercatchm ent.org.au

Tom Crow ǀ Project Officer ǀ 0468 365 840
projectofficer@pioneercatchment.org.au
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