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What’s New With PCL
As you have no doubt come to realize , PCL’s staff have made the move to working remotely from home. However, this doesn’t
mean that landcare is being put to the side. We are busy with our revegetation projects and planning for the relaxation of social
distancing and gathering restrictions, to let us get back out in the field with you all. In the meantime, we are still available to
answer any questions you may have, just reach out to us through our officers’ email or on Facebook.
PCL is currently in the process of developing a volunteer role to help us manage and take our social media to the next level. If you
are interested in such a role please do not hesitate to contact us.
There has been some delays with circulating membership renewals. We expect to have those resolved so that notices can be
forwarded to members before the end of May. Please note that you will continue to receive the monthly PCL News once your
membership lapses, but other members’ benefits, including plant entitlements, may cease if you do not return your renewal once
they have been distributed.
We would like to thank all of our members, volunteers and community for being patient with us through this period, we hope to
see you all in the not so distant future.

RT4 - Revegetation - Our wild site made good

Before

RT4 had a particularly bad wet session, firstly the Guinea Grass on site grew to above the heads
of our revegetation team and Balsam Pear (see page two) had woven its way through to
completely cover many of the natives. Secondly, poor weather had resulted in large piles of
debris covering the site and knocking down a number of natives.

After

In total 50 hours of work was
completed over three visits since
mid-March to restore this site to
a pristine condition. The control
of Guinea Grass has left a large
amount of mulch on the site
which will act as a layer to
prevent the germination of
further weeds. Balsam Pear was
carefully removed from the
natives and ground and hung to
prevent reshooting.
Although, covered in debris and
bent flat along the ground the
resilient nature of River She-oaks
(Casuarina
cunninghamiana)
allowed the majority to survive
and flourish once cleared and
straightened.
There is still more work to be
done to ensure that the site
doesn’t get overrun again, but
we enjoy the satisfaction and
fulfilment
that
restoration
projects bring.

Virtual Volunteer Meetings and Far Beach Volunteering Opportunities
PCL is interested in hosting Zoom volunteer meetings. During these meetings we would like to discus potential project ideas,
volunteering opportunities, keep you updated with our latest news and address any Landcare questions you may have.
If you are interested in joining us for a volunteer meeting please let us know via email and we will be sure to send you a link to join
in with the discussion. We will be sending out emails to remind you which Tuesdays we will be running a meeting and some of the
topics we will be addressing. We will continue with weekly zoom meetings until the Nursery is open to volunteers again.
If you are interested in volunteering at our Far Beach site, please contact our project officer (Tom), we are planning a visit once a
fortnight on a Tuesday. Places are limited, but any amount of time able to be volunteered is greatly appreciated.

Plant of the Month

Xerochrysum bracteatum

Golden Everlasting/Everlasting Daisy

Family: Asteraceae

Species name derived from the Greek ‘xeros’ (dry) and ‘chrysos’ (golden) and
the Latin ‘bractea’ (a thin plate of shiny metal) which refers to the floral bracts.
This species can grow up to one meter in height and is able to be seen in a
variety of areas surrounding Mackay such as Slade Point Nature Reserve and as
part of Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens Daisy Day display.
Inflorescence: Heads end w ith papery, yellow involucral bracts that
occur from Spring to Autumn.
Leaves: Leaves form a basal rosette and/ or occur up the stem s.
Leaves are oblong to ovate in shape, 10cm long by 1.5 cm wide and rough to
the touch.
Fruit: 3m m long Achenes, w ith 8m m
long yellow Pappus.
Ecology: This species acts as an
important food source for the larva of the
Australian
painted
butterfly
(Vanessa kershawi), as well as other
butterfly and bee species as shown in the
photos.

Information sourced from ‘Plants of
Capricornia’ by R. Melzer & J. Plumb.
Images
sourced
from
Suzanne
McCormack.

Weed Spotting

Momordica charantia
Family: Cucurbitaceae

Balsam Pear/Bitter Melon

Balsam Pear is native to Asia, but since its introduction has become naturalised and wide spread throughout northern Queensland.
Due to its rapid growth, Balsam Pear can quickly colonise areas, establishing a dense canopy in mature native trees, which blocks
sunlight to and potentially competes with native species for nutrients and water. Further, it can displace native flora, inhibit
germination and seedlings, whilst increasing humidity and changing community structure and ecological function. It also effects
crops by smothering growth and limiting access, in the case of sugar cane it will also bind stalks together, making harvesting
difficult and reducing sugar content. Balsam Pear is also able to occur both annually and perennially on sites depending on the
water content in the soil.
Balsam pear is used in cooking for its bitter taste and in medicine as a remedy for dysentery, wounds, burns, snake bites,
hemorrhoids, diabetes, coughs and fevers. However, some of its supposed medical benefits have been disproven and PCL doesn’t
recommend taking Balsam Pear as a treatment and suggests that people seek professional medical advice from their doctors. This
species is Invasive Plant.
Form: A slender stem m ed vine that clim bs using coiled
tendrils and twining.
Leaves: Alternate, sim ple w ith 5 -7 palmate lobes with scalloped
margins and a rounded outline. 150mm across and a mid-green
colour.
Flowers: Yellow w ith 5 petals and 20 m m across. Solitary
male or female flowers stem from the leaf axils.
Fruit: 30-120mm long and 20-30mm wide, reddish to orange
capsules with tapered ends and a warty, ridged texture hang from the
vine. These capsules open once fully matured, revealing the seeds.
Seeds: Sm all black seeds surrounded by a red fleshy aril.
Spread by: Anim als, birds and hum ans.
Information sourced from ‘Weeds of the Mackay Whitsunday Region
(2nd ed)’ by Mackay Regional Pest Management Group, ‘’The Balsam
Pear: An Edible, Medicinal and Toxic Plant’ by Morton, J. (1967),
‘Balsam pear’ by the Queensland Department of Agriculture and
Fisheries and online from Brisbane city council. Image by Tom Crow
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Land for Wildlife—Not Madeira Vine
Madeira Vine (Anredera cordifolia) is a pest species which is becoming more abundant within the
Pioneer Catchment. Once allowed to establish, Madeira Vine will grow quickly (1m per week) to
envelop native vegetation, restricting sunlight and preventing germination of species. If left to fully
mature the weight of the vines can cause canopy collapse, completely altering the environment.
This species spread to new areas through garden waste and if it establishes itself alongside a
waterway, the species will colonise down stream.
The species spreads through both aerial and subterranean tubers, which can remain viable for up to
15 years. For this reason, manual removal of Madeira Vine shouldn’t be attempted apart from for
small immature infestations, as any aerial tubers will drop once the vine begins to die. As a
biological control, Plectonycha correntina has been released in Queensland as both mature and
larval forms of this beetle feed upon the leaves of the madeira vine, which should reduce the
energy available for tubers.
The most affective way to remove Madeira Vine is through the use of herbicides. For mature
infestation using a scrape and paint method with ‘Vigilant ll’ will ensure that both the vine and any
tubers will also be killed. Foliar spray can be used to spot spray areas of immature Madeira. Due
to the high level of viability any vines or tubers should be disposed of through composting on the
site it was removed from, which can have regular foliar spray
to control any regrowth. Alternatively, Madeira waste can be
double bagged in non-biodegradable plastic bags and put into
landfill waste. If you have any questions regarding Madeira
Vine being at your property or the removal of this weed please
contact us.
Information and photos sourced from ‘Madeira vine Anredera cordifolia’ By the Dept Agriculture and Fisheries
and information sourced online from ‘Madeira vine’ by
Brisbane City Council.

Fauna At Risk - Macroderma gigas - Ghost Bat

Family: Megadermatidae

Ghost Bats are Australia's only carnivorous bat species, they have a local population in the Cape Hillsborough area and due to
population declines are currently classified as vulnerable by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Red List
and endangered in Queensland.

Habitat: Able to survive in a variety of environm ents, current populations are established in arid areas, dry
savannah and tropical rainforest regions. They roost in disused mines, caves and rock crevices, requiring a network of roost sites as
they rotate through sites in response to weather conditions and season. There are 14 known breeding sites.
Hunting/Diet: Ghost Bats uses echolocation to am bush prey species from branches of trees. They feed on large
insects, small mammals (such as rodents), birds, reptiles and amphibians.
Size and Description: Ghost bats are the largest of the M egaderm atidae fam ily, w ith a head and body length of 10 13cm, a forearm length of 10-11cm and a wingspan of
60cm. They are grey coloured with a paler underside,
long conjoined ears, a simple nose-leaf and no tail.
Distribution: Currently Ghost bats are only found
in northern Western Australia, the Northern territory and
Queensland. However, populations are isolated from
one another resulting in their range consisting of
disconnected patches. In Queensland, ghost bats are
found along areas of the west Queensland/Northern
Territory border and from Cape York to near
Rockhampton, with a population previously monitored in
Cape Hillsborough.
Population: I n 2016 there w as approx im ately
5139-6889 wild individuals left in Australia, showing an
Australia wide population decrease of about 30% from
1992. In Queensland, there has been a decrease of
56%-64% over the same 24 year period. Particularly,
the Cape Hillsborough population has decreased from
an estimated 180 individuals to 50 (a 72% population decline).
Threats: M ajor threats to Ghost Bats include roost disturbance and habitat loss from m ining activity, disturbance of
roost site by nearby humans activity (individuals may abandon sites completely and cause the death of pups if humans intrude on
their roost sites) and poisoning by cane toads. Other threats include foraging habitat modification, collisions with fences (especially
barbed wire), cave/mine collapse, pollutants from mining residue and competition with feral species for prey.
Information sourced from ‘’Threatened Species Scientific Committee. (2016). Conservation advice, Macroderma gigas,
Ghost bat. Australian Government Department of Environment. Photo sourced from ‘Adelaide Zoo’.
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Upcoming Events
Cancelled events
Owing to the Covid-19 outbreak many events have been
cancelled.
We will to keep in contact with you throughout this time
regarding any events, meetings and volunteering
allowable under government guidelines.

Current events

Containers for Change - PCL’s Gazebo
We would like to thank everyone who has contributed to PCL through
donations to the ‘Containers for Change’ program. These donations
are helping PCL to secure the funds for a personalised gazebo.
When enough funds are raised for the purchase, this Gazebo will be
used to display our group at public events and community days.
Contributions from PCL’s members, volunteers and community
supporters will make this possibility a reality.

Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group Inc.
Management Committee
Executive

Committee Members

ChairǀDave Hunter

Sharon Dwyer

Deputy ChairǀDianne W illiam s
TreasurerǀNancy Pratt

Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group Inc.
Office contacts:

Eungella Bird Week is still scheduled to occur. However,
future restrictions may affect this event. Please register
your interest ASAP if you plan to attend.

PCL Management Committee Vacancies
If you would like find out more about these positions
or apply, please email expressions of interest to
admin@pioneercatchment.org.au

Phone ǀ 07 4944 1979
Email | admin@pioneercatchment.org.au
Website ǀ w w w .pioneercatchm ent.org.au
Wendy Eiteneuer ǀ Administration Officer
weiteneuer@pioneercatchment.org.au
Nichole Zahra ǀ Coordinator ǀ 0497 441 979
coordinator@pioneercatchment.org.au
Tom Crow ǀ Project Officer ǀ 0468 365 840
projectofficer@pioneercatchment.org.au
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