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The New and Improved Vines Creek
Dalrymple Bay Coal Terminal has partnered with PCL to continue
the revegetation and maintenance of Vines Creek, and help us
educate a new generation of Mackay Christian College students on
the importance of Landcare.
This fantastic project had its first stage funded by the Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority, and through the combined effort of both
organisations we hope to improve the health of this wetland and its
water quality, encourage a new generation of Landcare enthusiasts and
draw attention to how regeneration of small remnant environments in
urban areas can be beneficial.
Photos provided by Tom Crow

Eungella Landholders Driving Change Project Milestone
The 2018 bushfire in Eungella region devastated the area, burning 110,000 hectares of land and
many endangered ecosystems. PCL in partnership with NQ Dry Tropics have teamed up to provide
support to landholders looking revegetate and restore natural environments on their land. An event
was held for the landholders in this program with Peter Alden (PCL), Rodger Walker (NQDT) and
Carolyn from Mackay Natural Environment Centre giving presentations. PCL is keen to see further
development and funding of this program, which over time will provide ecosystem biodiversity and
habitat for flora and fauna in this region. Thank you to Mackay Regional Council and Julia Kasiske,
the Regional Agriculture and Landcare Facilitator (Reef Catchments) for their support of this field day.

Photos provided By Nichole Zahra.

Plant of the Month

Viola betonicifolia

Arrow-leaved Violet

Family: Violaceae

Named after the Latin Viola for Violet flower and Betonica, a genus of plants included in Stachys; and
folia Latin for leaf, indicating a similar leaf to Betonica species. This species is found from Tasmania to
Cape York QLD, predominantly growing in damp shaded forest environments, but it will also grow in
open forests and on hillsides with low rates of grazing. This species has now been propagated at
Mackay Natural Environment Centre for the first time.
Form: A perennial tufted herbaceous plant, to about
300mm high consisting of a rosette of leaves.
Leaves: Dark green and shaped like an arrow head,
between 30mm to 300mm in length with a long distinct
stem.
Flower: P urple, mauve, pink and occasionally w hite
5 20mm petals. Flowers present form spring to summer.
May produce seeds without obvious flowering by selfpollinating flowers that never open.
Information sourced from ‘Mangroves to Mountains (2nd ed)’ by
G.Leiper, J.Glazebrook, D.Cox & K.Rathie and online from ‘Viola
betonicifolia’ by
the Australian National Botanic Gardens (https://
www.anbg.gov.au/gnp/gnp11/viola-betonicifolia.html).
Photos provided by Tom Crow.

Weed Spotting

Thunbergia grandifolia

Blue Thunbergia

Family: Acanthaceae

Blue thunbergia is an Asian native that escaped from gardens into native bush, becoming a significant
environmental weed in Queensland and a potential environmental weed in the Northern Territory. This
vine is able to smother native vegetation and has the potential to cause canopy collapse in native trees.
This species is a Restricted Invasive Plant.
Form: A long lived vine w ith large tuberous roots; able to grow to 15m in height.
Stems: M ature stems are brow n, thick and rounded. Y oung stems are green, hairy and have
a square shaped cross section.
Leaves: Opposite, simple, green, somew hat hairy on both sides, 80 -220mm long by 30-150mm
wide. Their shape can vary from triangular to roughly egg shaped; margins almost entire to irregularly
toothed or lobed; tip pointed; hairy stalks 40-120mm in length.
Flowers: Trumpet shaped, 30 -80mm in length and 60-80mm
across, typically borne in clusters on drooping branches. Petals are
pale blue to mauve/violet coloured.
Fruits: Only produced in w arm climates, a capsule w ith a
rounded bottom and tapered neck, 30-50mm long.
Spreads By: Seeds launched up to several meters from fruit
when it ripens, regeneration occurs from stem fragments and
portions of its below ground tuber. Typically establishes from
garden waste, soil movement and flooding.
In the past 12 months several large infestations have been
reported to Mackay Regional Council (MRC) and treatment has
commenced. The MRC is seeking weed spotting assistance.
If you have this plant, or see it in the natural environment,
please take a photo and contact Mackay Regional Council on
1300622539 and ask to speak to a Pest Management Officer.
Information sourced from Mackay Regional Council Pest Management Team and
Brisbane City Council.
Photo sourced online from ‘Blue Thunbergia’ by the Queensland Government.
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Bush Tucker at Mackay Community Garden
PCL volunteers were able to visit and start the installation of a new bush tucker area, alongside
the Pioneer River at the Mackay Community Garden (MCG). This included getting our hands dirty
removing weeds, mulching and planting 50 natives that in a few years will provide ample crops of
fruit, berries, leaves for tea and nectar for sweet
drinks.
If you are interested in seeing this fantastic
garden and bush tucker display why not attend
the next MCG Abundance Day on the 12th of
September, or just take a stroll down the blue
water trail.
PCL is interested in helping more community
groups with Landcare projects, if your group is
interested please contact our Project Officer at
projectofficer@pioneercatchment.org.au
Photos by Tom Crow and Kirili Lamb.

Annual General Meeting
PCL is holding its AGM in on the
22 October 2020 from 4:00pm.
RSVP is essential. If you are
interested in helping guide the
future of this organisation and
Landcare in the Pioneer River
catchment by supporting our
Management Committee, please
contact us!

Membership Renewal
2020
This
year
Membership
renewals will be completely
automatic! So if you were a
registered member of PCL in
2019 you don’t have to worry
about reregistering, PCL has
taken care of it for you.

Eungella Bird Week
Eungella bird week is upon us!
If you are interested in seeing
some of the 140 species of
birds native to the Eungella
region contact Daryl Barnes on
0438 134 738.

admin@pioneercatchment.org.au

Have you seen a Fox in Pioneer Catchment?
Mackay Regional Council has asked for any of our PCL or Land For
Wildlife members to contact Pest Management Officers at 0417 608
199, if they have seen a fox on their property.
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Upcoming Events
September

PCL’S ID:

Tue 1 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .

C10041933

Sat 5 - Join Bird Life M ackay for their trip to Cape
Palmerston . Meet at the Tourist Information Centre on Nebo
Road at 7am. Contact 0438134738 for more information.
Tue 8 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Sat 12 - Abundance Day at M ack ay Com m unity Garden.
10am onwards at 3 Sarah Street West Mackay.
Mon 14 to Fri 18 - Join Bird Life M ack ay for their
Eungella Bird Week. Contact 0438134738 for more information.
Tue 15 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Tue 22 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
October
Sun 4 - Join Bird Life Mackay for their trip to Sandfly Creek.
Meet at the River St boat ramp at 7am. Contact 0438134738 for
more information.
Tue 6 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Sat 10 - Abundance Day at M ack ay Com m unity Garden.
10am onwards at 3 Sarah Street West Mackay.
Tue 13 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Thu 15 - Join Bird Life Mackay for their trip to Cape
Hillsborough National Park. Meet at the Coningsby Roadhouse at
7am. Contact 0438134738 for more information.

Volunteer Secretary Needed
Committee position of Secretary is vacant. Help us keep
records, like the agenda and minutes of our monthly committee
meetings. Please register your interest by emailing:

coordinator@pioneercatchment.org.au

Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group Inc.
Management Committee
Executive
ChairǀDave Hunter

Committee Members
Sharon Dwyer

Deputy ChairǀDianne W illiam s MRC Representative
TreasurerǀNancy Pratt

Fran Mann

Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group Inc.
Office contacts:
Phone ǀ 07 4944 1979
Email | admin@pioneercatchment.org.au
Website ǀ w w w .pioneercatchm ent.org.au

Fri 16 - Mackay Regional Council Free Plant Give Away at the
Mackay Natural Environment Centre (9am - 12pm)

Wendy Eiteneuer ǀ Administration Officer
weiteneuer@pioneercatchment.org.au

Sat 17 - Mackay Regional Council Free Plant Give Away at the
Mackay Natural Environment Centre (9am - 12pm)

Nichole Zahra ǀ Coordinator ǀ 0497 441 979
coordinator@pioneercatchment.org.au

Tue 20 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Tue 27 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .

Tom Crow ǀ Project Officer ǀ 0468 365 840
projectofficer@pioneercatchment.org.au
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