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Planting at Far beach
PCL would like to give a huge thank you to our volunteers who, for 2020’s National
Landcare Week, carried out infill planting at Far Beach, targeting bare areas of the
site. Over 70 plants were strategically placed, with ground cover species planted to
help stop the reestablishment of weeds in the areas where weeds have been removed
by our volunteer team. Trees and shrubs were planted to stabilise sand dunes and
help reduce foot traffic across the site.
Photos provided by Tom Crow.

Measuring litter in our waterways
In 2015 National Geographic reported that there was 5.25 trillion pieces of plastic in
the worlds oceans, with approximately 269,000 tons floating on the surface and 4
billion microfibers per square kilometre. The first step to curbing this growing problem
is understanding how much litter leaves our community and ends up in our water
ways and potentially the Great Barrier Reef.
Reef Catchments has been investigating our community's litter output for over 3 years
now. Gross Pollutant Traps (GPTs) are small metal cages that sit within our
stormwater drains and catch litter as it washes in. These
GPTs are emptied, and the litter is counted and sorted to
see what types of litter are flowing out of Mackay. These
events are delivered by Reef Catchments, with support
from the Australian Government's National Landcare
Program. We would like to thank our very own Peter Aprile,
who has attended all three events. Results are still being
processed but we will
make sure to keep you all
updated.
Information sourced online from
National Geographic at
https://
www.nationalgeographic.com/
news/2015/1/150109-oceansplastic-sea-trash-science-marinedebris/

Photos provided by Cass Hayward.

Plant of the Month

Pararchidendron pruinosum

Snow Wood, Tulip Siris

Family: Leguminosae (Mimosaceae)

Named ‘pruinosum’ in reference to the latin ‘pruinosus’ (frosty/white powdered coating), thought
to refer to the pale timber. This tree is found in rainforest environments from Mt Webb QLD to
Nowra NSW in Australia, also found in New Guinea and throughout
Malesia (southern South East Asia).
Form: Usually a small to medium attractive tree up to 15m in
height, with dark red to brown bark.
Leaves: Compound, alternate, with 2-8 pinnae, containing 20 to 60
leaflets. Leaflets green both sides, mostly alternate, lanceolate, 20mm
to 110mm long and 13mm to 50mm wide and usually hairy.
Flower: Green, w hite, aging yellow ish, in globular heads, 25mm
to 30mm in diameter, numerous stamens, sweet fragrance. September
to January.
Fruit: P ods flattened and contorted, 10mm to 16mm
wide, yellowish outside and red-orange inside with shiny
black seeds. November to June.
Ecological Note: Laval food plant of the Tailed
Emperor Butterfly (Polyuria sempronius).
Information sourced from ‘Fruits of the Australian Tropical
Rainforest’ by W.Cooper. Information and photos sourced
from ‘Plants of Capricornia” by R.Melzer & J.Plumb.

Weed Spotting

Centrosema molle

Centro

Family: Leguminosae (Fabaceae)

Native to South America and introduced to the Australian wet tropics as a pasture legume. Centro
is now naturalised in the region. If uncontrolled it has the ability to destroy the tree layer and
prevent native regeneration. This is an Invasive Plant.
Form:
A tw ining climber, able to form large
tangled mats up to 50cm deep and climb shrubs and
trees to 3m or more.
Leaves: Alternate, trifoliate and dark green
leaves. Leaflets are 20mm by 10-15mm, lanceolate and
terminal leaflets are larger than laterals.
Flowers: P ink to mauve, pea-shaped, 20mm by 2030mm and hairy on the back. Found in axillary groups
of 1-3 on stems.
Fruits/seeds: Flattened, straight/ curved smooth
pale brown pods with thickened margins, 70-150mm by
7mm, containing 8-20 red/brown mottled seeds.
Spread by: Vehicles, animals, garden w aste and
contaminated soil.
Information sourced from Weeds of the Mackay
Whitsunday Region (2nd Ed) by Mackay Regional Pest
Management Group & Centro - Centrosema pubescens
by the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries. Photo
sourced from Tom Crow.
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Land for Wildlife - Not Giants Rats Tail Grass
Giant Rats Tail Grass (GRT) (Sporobolus pyramidalis & Sporobolus
natalensis) are species of perennial grasses able to grow up to 1.7m
high. It commonly invades pastures, roadsides, open woodlands,
native grasslands and wetland environments. Its seeds become sticky
when wet and are known to be spread by animals, humans and
vehicles. Therefore, avoid treating this plant in wet conditions and
before dew evaporates.
Once
established
this
species
can
quickly
form
monocultures, with up to 85,000 seeds being produced
annually per square meter of GRT. It is unpalatable for
many native herbivorous species and its ability to
outcompete native ground covers can result in significant
reduction of native flora and fauna biodiversity. Large areas
of GRT can also increase the risk of fires in sensitive
environments.
Removal of this species can be done through slashing, wick
wiping and foliar spray, however seeds from this species
remain viable for up to 10 years, so repeat treatments will
be necessary.
Information sourced from ‘Weeds of the Mackay Whitsunday
Region’ (2nd ed.) by Mackay Regional Pest Management Group
and online from ‘Giant rat's tail grass’ by Brisbane city council
(https://weeds.brisbane.qld.gov.au/weeds/giant-rats-tail-grass).
Information and photo sourced from ‘Giant rat's tail grass’ by The
Queensland
Government
(https://www.business.qld.gov.au/
industries/farms-fishing-forestry/agriculture/land-management/
health-pests-weeds-diseases/weeds-diseases/invasive-plants/
restricted/giant-rats-tail-grass).

Fauna At Risk - The Australian Painted Snipe
The Australian Painted Snipe (Rostratula australis) is an endangered freshwater wetland bird
species found throughout Australia, including in the Pioneer catchment. It acts as an ‘indicator
species’ with its presence and numbers informing us of the condition of the wetland. Since the
1950’s the Painted Snipe population is predicted to have declined rapidly, with an
approximate population size of 2500 mature individuals in 2011.
The largest threats to the painted snipe are habitat loss and degradation through draining and
water diversion or agriculture and reservoirs.
Reduced rainfall also degrades wetlands by
reducing environmental functions such as
flooding. Introduced fauna species can impact
upon Painted Snipe through predation or
environmental degradation through grazing and
trampling.
Information sourced from ‘Approved Conservation Advice for
Rostratula australis (Australian painted snipe)’ by the
Department
of
Sustainability,
Environment,
Water,
Population and Communities and photo sourced from ‘Draft
National Recovery Plan for the Australian Painted Snipe’ by
the Department of Environment and Energy.
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Upcoming Events
Become a Volunteer with PCL

August
Sun 2 - Join Bird Life M ackay for their trip to Black s
Beach. Meeting location to be announced. Contact 0438134738
for more information.
Tue 4 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Tue 11 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Tue 18 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Thur 20 - Join Bird Life M ack ay for their trip to
Padaminka. Meet at the Tourist Information Centre on Nebo
Road at 6.30am. Contact 0438134738 for more information.
Fri 21 - M ack ay Regional Council Free P lant Give Aw ay
at the Mackay Natural Environment Centre (9am - 12pm)
Sat 22 - M ack ay Regional Council Free P lant Give Aw ay
at the Mackay Natural Environment Centre (9am - 12pm)
Tue 25 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .

Activities include plant propagation; plant and weed identification; seed collection; learn about how our activities help the
environment; help us in the office while learning about Landcare projects.
Committee position of Secretary is vacant—help us keep records, like the agenda and minutes of our monthly committee
meetings.
Please register your interest by emailing:
coordinator@pioneercatchment.org.au

Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group Inc.
Management Committee
Executive
ChairǀDave Hunter

September
Tue 1 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Sat 5 - Join Bird Life M ackay for their trip to Cape
Palmerston . Meet at the Tourist Information Centre on Nebo
Road at 7am. Contact 0438134738 for more information.
Tue 8 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Sat 12 - Great N orthern Clean Up. 8am to 10am . Contact
Tom at projectofficer@pioneercatchment.org.au for
information.
Mon 14 to Fri 18 - Join Bird Life M ack ay for their
Eungella Bird Week. Contact 0438134738 for more information.
Tue 15 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Tue 22 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .

PCL’S ID:
C10041933

Committee Members
Sharon Dwyer

Deputy ChairǀDianne W illiam s MRC Representative
TreasurerǀNancy Pratt

Fran Mann

Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group Inc.
Office contacts:
Phone ǀ 07 4944 1979
Email | admin@pioneercatchment.org.au
Website ǀ w w w .pioneercatchm ent.org.au
Wendy Eiteneuer ǀ Administration Officer
weiteneuer@pioneercatchment.org.au
Nichole Zahra ǀ Coordinator ǀ 0497 441 979
coordinator@pioneercatchment.org.au
Tom Crow ǀ Project Officer ǀ 0468 365 840
projectofficer@pioneercatchment.org.au
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