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Friends of Far Beach
Do you live in South Mackay and are interested in protecting our
vital coastal resources? Pioneer Catchment Landcare are
facilitating the establishment of a Far Beach Community Group
that will work towards maintaining a sustainable coastal
environment. You are guaranteed to get ‘sandy’ participating in
activities such as:


Planting native coastal species



Removing invasive weeds



Cleaning up litter



Providing vital habitat for native species



Collecting seeds to propagate coastal species

You can play a key role in on-ground works to stabilise the
coastline, maintain coastal ecosystems and provide habitat for
native flora and fauna.
For a taste of the sorts of activities involved, you are encouraged
to attend the next PCL volunteer morning at 8:00am, Tuesday
February 16. We will be meeting at the Petrie Street end of the
Images: Tom Crow
park, near the Volleyball Courts. RSVP to Tom Crow at
projectofficer@pioneercatchment.org.au to register your place.

Free Property Computer Mapping For Cane Farmers
AgForce are hosting a free property mapping day on Thursday February 18 at Souths
Leagues Club, 181 Milton Street, Mackay. This day aims to display the advantages of
using a property map as a management tool to increase productivity and improve
planning. By attending this event, you will receive a free 12 month subscription
to the Phoenix Mapping program and training in how to use this program. During
this event, you will be able to start mapping your property alongside the most upto-date government vegetation mapping and elevation data. You will need to bring
your own laptop to this event.
There will be three speakers present on the
day:


Noel Brinsmead, GIS Technical Manager,
AgForce Queensland



Nikki Hoffmann, North East Queensland
Regional Manager, AgForce Queensland



Emma Rush, Regional Recovery Officer,
National Drought and North Queensland
Flood Response and Recovery Agency.

Spaces are limited for this event so if you are
interested in attending you must register online
at Eventbrite.
(www.eventbrite.com.au/e/property-computer-mapping-mackay-registration-136238536129?aff=).

Plant of the Month

Melaleuca bracteata

Black Tea-tree, River Tea-tree

Family: Myrtaceae

A variable plant, with size ranging from a shrub to a large (approx 20m) tree and able to grow in a
variety of environments. However, it is predominantly found along streams and creeks, and within
swamps and open forests. The tree has a hard, deeply fissured dark grey bark, that when wet
appears black. Branchlets and young leaves may have silky white hairs.
Leaves: Alternate, m ostly narrow ly ovate, 3.4 -22mm long by 0.8-4.5mm wide, with little to
no petioles. Venation longitudinal, indistinct with 5-7 veins more obvious. Oil dots numerous and
visible on the under side.
Flower: I nflorescence spicate, 10 -20mm wide. Flowers
with showy white to cream stamens, 5 green, white or
cream petals, borne singly or in groups of three.
Fruit: Globular brow n 3 -valved capsules, 2-3 x 2-3mm,
containing minute brown seeds.
Information sourced online from The Australian Government (http://
www.canbr.gov.au/cpbr/cd-keys/RFK7/key/RFK7/Media/Html/entities/
Melaleuca_bracteata.htm). Information sourced from “Native Plants of
Queensland” Volume 1 by Keith A.W. Williams & ‘Fruits of the Australian
Tropical Rainforest’ by W. & W. Cooper. Photo taken by Tom Crow.

Pest Spotting

Aristolochia elegans

Dutchman’s Pipe

Family: Aristolochiaceae

Introduced as a garden ornamental from South America, Dutchman’s pipe has spread to multiple
locations throughout Australia. Noticeably, this species is an environmental weed in Queensland
and New South Wales and is one of the top 50 most invasive plants in south-eastern Queensland.
This fast growing perennial twining vine can grow to 3m and is most commonly found in rainforest
and riparian areas.
Stems: Stem s tw ine tightly in coils around supporting structures. Young stem s are
green in colour, whilst older stems are woody with a corky textured bark.
Leaves: Alternate, sim ple, 40 -100 x 45-110mm, thin-textured,
broadly heart shaped, glossy green above, bluish beneath, stalks
thickened and twisted 15-50mm long. Crushed leaves have a very
unpleasant smell.
Flowers: R eddish-purple with white and yellow markings, flared pipe
shaped, around 80mm in diameter, borne singly in leaf axils.
Fruits/Seeds: Oblong to ovoid ribbed capsules, 50 -80mm long,
opening from the base to release numerous flat brown 6mm long
seeds.
Spread By: W ind & garden w aste.
Notes: This species outcom petes native plants by sm othering
their growth, preventing regeneration. Dutchman’s Pipe also negatively
impacts the vulnerable Richmond Birdwing Butterfly (Ornithoptera
richmondia), Big Greasy Butterfly (Cressida cressida) and Red-bodied
Swallowtail Butterfly (Pachliopta polydorus) populations as Dutchman’s
Pipe is toxic to the larvae.
Information sourced from “Weeds of the Mackay Whitsunday Region” 2ed by Mackay
Regional Pest Management Group, online at “Dutchman’s Pipe” by Brisbane City
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Land for Wildlife - Not Captain Cook Tree
Captain Cook Tree or Yellow Oleander (Cascabela thevetia) was
introduced to Australia as a garden ornamental from tropical America.
This tree can grow up to 10m in height and commonly invades
bushland, creek banks and pastures. All parts of this species are
poisonous to humans and stock, whilst the seeds are poisonous to most
birds, mammals and amphibians. This species can be identified by its
pointed leaves and bell shaped waxy flowers. This species is spread by
water, feral pigs and dumping of garden waste.
Control of this species can vary depending upon the age and size of the
plant. Fire can be used to reduce seedlings but this will have little effect on more mature
specimens. Mechanical control can be used to remove individuals but all stems should be treated
with basal bark spray and foliar spray can be used if the plant is actively growing. Seed banks of
this species are short lived, with seeds becoming unviable after two years.

Captain Cook Tree is a category 3
restricted invasive plant and cannot be
sold, given away or released into the
environment. Under The General
Biosecurity Obligation, everyone
must take reasonable and practical
steps to minimise the risk associated
with this species.
Information and pictures sourced from “Captain
Cook tree” by the Queensland Government,
Department of Agriculture and Fisheries.
Information sourced from “Seed ecology of
Captain Cook tree [Cascabela thevetia (L.)
Lippold] – germination and longevity” by F.
Bedawi, S. Campbell & R. Mayer.

Fauna At Risk - Coastal Sheathtail Bat
The Coastal Sheathtail Bat (Taphozous australis) is a near threatened micro bat species that
resides on a thin coastal strip, from Shoalwater Bay, through Cape York Peninsular to Moa Islands
in the Torres Strait. This species in an insectivore, foraging above the canopy of coastal dune
scrub, melaleuca swamps, open eucalypt forest, grasslands, coastal heathland, monsoon forests,
and mangroves. Despite this wide use of habitats, the bats only forage within a 3km radius of the
coast. Coastal Sheathtail Bats are predicted to be unevenly distributed thought their range due to
their reliance on coastal caves, rocky clefts, disused mines, boulder piles, rock fissures and
concrete bunkers for roosting.
The greatest threats to this species are suspected to be the
alteration of foraging habitat through sand mining and
coastal development. However, locally a decline in a colony
at Cape Hillsborough has been attributed to increased human
activity in the area. Roost and foraging habitat protection as
well as further research is needed to detect population
change and viability for long term recovery of these bats.
Information sourced online from ‘Coastal sheathtail bat’ by the
Department
of
Environment
and
Science
(https://
environment.des.qld.gov.au/wildlife/animals/living-with/bats/micro-bats/
coastal-sheathtail) and “Targeted species survey guidelines - Coastal
sheathtail bat Taphozous australis” by the Queensland Government.
Photo was sourced online from “Targeted species survey guidelines Coastal sheathtail bat Taphozous australis” and was taken by Eddie
Adams.
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Upcoming Events
February

PCL’S ID:

Tue 2 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm . Getting dirty in
the display garden.

C10041933

Sat 6 - Join Bird Life Mackay at Blacks Beach Spit. Contact
0438134738 for more information.
Tue 9 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .
Mon 15 & Tue 16 - Regenerative Cane Farming Forum in
Cairns, information and bookings at
https://events.humanitix.com/regen-cane-farming-forum-2021
Tue 16 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm . Far Beach
Maintenance
Thur 18 - Join Bird Life Mackay at Plantation Palms &
Kerrisdale. Contact 0438134738 for more information.
Thur 18 - Join PCL for a Special General Meeting from
5:00—6:30pm at Mackay Regional Council’s Jubilee Community
Centre, RM4 Mackay Meeting Room. Members will receive
details via email. Contact PCL office for more information.
Tue 23 - PCL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm.
March
Tue 2 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm . Getting dirty in
the display garden.
Sun 7 - Join Bird Life Mackay for Proserpine District trip.
Contact 0438134738 for more information.
Tue 9 - P CL Volunteering. 8am to 12pm .

Wildlife Display Garden
PCL is currently looking for a small solar powered pump
for their feature pond at the Gardens for Wildlife display
garden. If you have a pump you would like to donate
please contact Tom Crow.
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