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Staffing Changes
After what has been a difficult year working through a range of staffing changes, Pioneer Catchment Landcare
Chairperson Sharon Dwyer said she was pleased to announce appointments to three core roles in the organisation.
“I am excited to welcome Sonja Ott as our admin officer and Nancy Pratt as our coordinator while Tahnee Hamill
takes on a role as project officer,” Sharon said.
Both Nancy and Tahnee will be familiar to PCL members, as
Nancy has been Treasurer since February 2020, and Tahnee
stepped into the Administration Officer role earlier this year.

Nancy will step down from the Treasurer role at the PCL AGM
on November 18. She has a background in business
management and as a farmer, her family running a Mount Ossa
property, combining goats, cattle, cane and hay. It is also a
registered in the Land for Wildlife program. Nancy said she
was looking forward to bringing back a community focus and
involvement to PCL.

From left: Sonja Ott, Nancy Pratt and Tahnee Hamill.
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“I intend to bring back stability and vision,” she said. “I want to
see PCL move forward: to grow and expand our diverse
capabilities.”

After initially commencing as Administration Officer in June this year Tahnee Hamill has been acting in some parts of
the Project Officer role for several months to assist filling staffing shortages. That work has included working with
volunteers, and managing PCL’s revegetation projects and team, including Mackay Ring Road project. Tahnee has a
background in office and sales development. With a passion for environment, she will complete a Cert III Horticulture
mid-2022. She said she was excited for PCL’s future.

“I’m happy to be in the role and am looking forward to getting my boots in the dirt. We have some big plans, and are
exploring new projects,” Tahnee said.
Tahnee will be assisted by Support Project Officer Hannah Murphy, who will continue to manage PCL’s Land for
Wildlife program alongside her regular duties running events and activities under the Landcare Support program.
Admin Officer Sonja Ott is brand new to PCL, and comes with some great experience in office and project
management, including work assisting to develop a Gardens for Wildlife program with Darebin City Council; for
Sustainability Victoria; and within the solar energy and software industries. She is currently studying a Cert III
Conservation and Land Management.
Sonja is originally from Hamburg, Germany, and has been in Australia for 15 years. Married to a Mackay local, she has
lived in this region for the past five years. It has been excellent to see her get straight to work connecting with
volunteers and members, and improving the office systems.

AGM: TREASURER POSITION OPEN
Pioneer Catchment & Landcare Group Inc will hold its Annual General Meeting on
Thursday, November 18, 2021 from 3pm.

Importantly, the Treasurer position will be open for nominations. It is a crucial position
in PCL, and we would welcome someone with book-keeping experience, willing to offer
their time and experience to help build our region’s grassroots Landcare movement.
“PCL has gone through a number of changes over the past 12 months. The management committee is looking for
members who have a commitment to contribute to continuing PCL's reputation for quality services in our
community,” said Chairperson Sharon Dwyer.
Members will receive notice via email with RSVP and proxy forms. Enquiries: admin@pioneercatchment.com.au

Plant of the Month

Apowollastonia spilanthoides

Native Wedelia, Beach Sunflower

Family: Asteraceae

This hardy perennial herbaceous plant can be found from rocky coastal
shorelines and dune systems to open woodland and inland savannah in
Queensland and northern NSW. It is also found in New Guinea. It is a
pollinator attractor, favoured by bees and butterflies. This daisy was
formerly identified as Wedelia spilanthoides.
Leaves & Stems: A. spilanthoides produces prostrate to erect, roughly
hairy stems capable of rooting at the nodes. Leaves: opposite, linear to
lanceolate up to 100mm long x 100mm wide, sand-papery (scabrous)
above and below and with serrated margins.
Flowers: Yellow daisy-like, with outer ray florets up to 13mm long, and
yellow disk florets in the centre. The flower receptacle is flat. Flowers
appear during warmer months. ‘Seeds’ (Achenes) are up to 3mm long.
Growing: Beach Sunflower is a drought-hardy groundcover capable of
withstanding salty winds, full sun and light shade. It likes a well-drained
soil, and can be kept in pots. Spent flowers should be removed to keep
plant productive and looking fresh.
Sources: Mackay Regional Council/Mackay Natural Environment Centre Fact Sheet
www.mackay.qld.gov.au/environment/mackay_natural_environment_centre/
what_we_grow ; James Cook University www.jcu.edu.au/discover-nature-at-jcu/plants/
plants-by-scientific-name2/apowollastonia-syn.-wedelia-spilanthoides; North Queensland
Plants www.northqueenslandplants.com/Australian%20Plant%20Families%20A-F/Asteraceae/
Apowollastonia/Apowollastonia%20spilanthoides.html; Atlas of Living Australia
bie.ala.org.au

Pest Spotting
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Ravenala madagascariensis

Traveller’s Palm, East-West Palm

Family: Strelitziaceae

Native to Madagascar, the Traveller’s Palm is not a true palm, but a giant
member of the Strelitzia family (i.e: Bird of Paradise). Its impressivelooking fan shape form has made it a popular garden and landscaping
species. Considered a garden escapee/ environmental weed, it can be
spread by birds, garden waste, stormwater and by suckers and invades
creek banks, Melaleuca forests and open woodland.
Stems: R. madagascariensis develops a trunk as it matures, reaching to 715m, with a distinctive fan-shaped crown to 6m wide, featuring up to 35
leaves. Forms clumps through shield-like suckers, developing a small
cluster of stems over time.
Leaves: Alternate, large and paddle-shaped, rather like a banana leaf, up
to 3m long x 1m wide.
Flowers: Small white in clusters enclosed in a boat-shaped spathe to
500mm long (see image at bottom)

Fruit: Oblong woody capsule to 80mm, containing many oblong seeds
10mm in diameter with black-blue cover.
Control: Control by mechanical removal.
Sources: Weeds of the Mackay Whitsunday Region, Second Edition. (2018: Mackay
Regional Pest Management Group; Mackay) ; PCL Newsletter, September 2012; www.
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ravenala. Photos: Kirili Lamb
2.

Pioneer Catchment & Landcare News: November, 2021

Volunteer Activities
Volunteers Gather Seeds and Knowledge

Volunteers take in the shade and might of a beautiful Ribbonwood, or Blush Cudgerie (Euroschinus
falcatus) found along Slade Point Nature Reserve.

The re-wilded garden of Jenny and John White is
a haven for birds, reptiles insects and mammals,
even at only two year’s growth. Photos: Sonja Ott

PCL’s able volunteer crew, along with Suzanne McCormack and Carolyn Wilks from Mackay Natural Environment
Centre headed out in late October to explore Slade Point Nature Reserve for seed collecting, and to learn about keen
Gardener for Wildlife Jenny White’s experience “re-wilding” her suburban block, adjacent to Slade Point Nature Reserve.
Seed was collected both from the reserve, and from Jenny’s Garden. Jenny and her husband John have spent two
years planting locally native species on their sandy-soil block, creating a habitat that links to the reserve.
Species collected included Soap Tree (Alphitonia excelsa), Lolly Bush (Clerodendrum floribundum), and Golden Everlasting Daisy (Xerochrysum bracteatum), which are now being propagated in the nursery.

Out and about with PCL
Eungella Bird Week:

PCL Project Support Officer
Hannah Murphy was on hand to assist Eungella State School
students with a tree planting with Birdlife Mackay as part of the
annual Eungella Bird Week. Species selected were all native to

the Eungella area including Eungella Mint Bush
(Prostanthera eungella), Native Coleus (Coleus
eungellaensis), and Eungella Bottlebrush (Melaleuca
paludicola).

Find us at the Healthy Soil Symposium:

PCL is
proud to once again support Reef Catchment’s Healthy Soil Symposium, in its
10th year. Find our information stand at the conference: We will have our weed
books for sale and a host of useful Landcare information.

Pollinator Week Kids Walk and Workshop:
Pollinators rock, and keep the natural world in tune! Kids are invited to strut
their citizen-scientist stuff this Pollinator Week with a fun walk and workshop at
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens, learning about and exploring all the bees,
butterflies and other pollinators that make the Botanic Gardens their home.
Take a guided walk counting pollinators with Pioneer Catchment Landcare's
Hannah and Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens' Kim, then make an insect hotel
to help keep pollinators happy in your home garden. The event suits children 310 years old (Parents, please stay with your children for the activities) and is
limited to 12 children (Parents do not need to book tickets). Book through
Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/190104265977
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Upcoming Events
November

PCL’S ID:

Tue 2 - PCL Volunteering in the nursery. 8am to 12pm.

C10041933

Thu 4 - Native Plants Queensland (Mackay Branch) meeting
7:30pm at Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens meeting room
Sat 6 - Birdlife Mackay Outing: Cape Palmerston, meet Old
Tourist Info Centre, Nebo Rd. Ph: 0407143823
Tue 9 - PCL Volunteering in the nursery. 8am to 12pm.
Fri 12- MRC/PCL Pollinator Week Walk and Workshop at
Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens. Book through
Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/190104265977
Sat 13 - Mackay Community Garden Abundance Day, 10am
Sat 13 - Friends of Morag McNichol Reserve working bee 810am
Tue 16 - PCL Volunteering in the nursery 8am to 12pm.
Thu 18 - PCL AGM and Meet and Mingle, 3pm Rowallan Park
Hall, . RSVP : www.eventbrite.com.au/e/pioneer-catchmentlandcare-annual-general-meeting-tickets-189367823257
Tue 23 - PCL Volunteering in the nursery. 8am to 12pm.
25-26 - Reef Catchments 10th Annual Healthy Soils Symposium
and Field Day. Tickets via Eventbrite or phone 4968 4200
Tue 30 - PCL Volunteering in the nursery. 8am to 12pm.
Late Nov, TBD– Birdlife Mackay Torresian Imperial Pigeon
Count. Enq: 0407143823
Fri 26 - Birdlife Mackay - Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens
Survey On the Deck 6:30am Ph:0411887546
December
Thu 2 - Native Plants Queensland (Mackay Branch) meeting
7:30pm at Mackay Regional Botanic Gardens meeting room
Dec 4 - Birdlife Mackay District Bird count, various locations,
followed by Birdcall & BBQ enq: 0407143823
Tue 7 - PCL Volunteering in the nursery. 8am to 12pm.

Volunteer ideas sought
Project Officer Tahnee Hamill is surveying current and prospective volunteers for ideas that they would like included in the
Volunteer Program. Do you know of a site that needs some love
and care, or a place to visit to learn more about land management or the environment, or an activity that could use our support? Contact projectofficer@pioneercatchment.org.au
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